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residing in the State of Delaware, for expenses 
incurred by them in defense of the United States. 

Mr. DUNN. [ask that that bill be put upon 
its passage, and I call for the reading of the re- 


rt. 

Pour. STEVENS. Is there an appropriation in 
at bill ? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair does not know. 

The Clerk will read the bill. 

The Clerk proceeded to read the bill. [tdirects 
the Secretary of the Treasury to pay out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appropri- 
ated, to the Farmers’ Bank at Dover, in the State 
of Delaware, or the duly authorized agent thereof, 
at amount not exceeding the sum of $1,378. 

Mr. STEVENS. That looks very like an ap- 
propriation. I make the oe of order that the 
bin must first be considered in a Committee of the 
Whole House. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair sustains the point 
of order. 

The bill was referred to a Committee of the 
Whole House, and, with the substitute and the 
accompanying report, ordered to be printed. 


ROBERT M. EVANS. 


Mr. DUNN, from the same committee, reported 
back, with the recommendation that it do pass, 
bill of the House (No. 369) for the relief of Robert 
M. Evans. 

The bill was read. It directs the Secretary of 
the Treasury to adjust and settle upon fair and 
equitable terms the accounts of Robert M. Evans, 
for recruiting and bringing on from the State of 
Indiana to this city, in the months of August and 
September, 1861, a cavalry troop, in pursuance of 
an order issued on or about the 15th day of July 
in the same year, by the then Secretary of War, 
the amount paid not to exceed the sum of $500. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. That bill contains 
an appropriation, and must be first considered in 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I hope the gentle- 
man will allow this small bill to pass. The case 
comes within my personal knowledge. ‘The bill 
proposes a very small measure of justice to a gen- 
tleman who ‘has been the victim of a little petty 
tyranny. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I wish to inquire if 
there is a report accompanying the bill? 

The SPEAKER. A contingent fund has al- 
ready been appropriated by act of Congress for 
the War Department. his bill requires the 
money provided for in it to be paid out of that 
fund, and therefore the Chair does not regard this 
as an appropriation bill. It has been frequently 
so decided. 

Mr. DUNN. [I desire to say in regard to this 
bill that under a general order issued last summer 
authorizing the raising of troops for our Army, 
Captain Evans, of Indiana, raised a company 
and brought the men to this city. He had served 
gallantly in the Mexican war, first going out as 
lieutenant,and afterwards raising a company and 
going out as captain. When he brought his men 
here he encountered difficulties which it is not 
necessary to go into. He was mustered into ser- 
vice, but his men were not. 

He is here now, in bad health. I do not know 
that he will get $100 under this bill. It is limited 
to $500 at most, the amount being within the dis- 
cretion of the Secretary of War. He is in such 
circumstances that if he is to have assistance at 
all, he should have itimmediately. I hope, there- 
fore, the bill will be passed, and the matter left 
to the Secretary of War. 

Mr. WHITE, of Indiana. I am aware, Mr. 
Speaker, that this troop of cavalry was brought 
here under the express direction of the Secretary 
of War. Captain Evans, at great expense and 
labor, recruited it, and brought it here. It was to 
join General Baker’s brigade, and was to be under 
the command of Colonel Davies, of the Harris 
light cavalry. Some difficulty arose in regard to 
Captain Evans getting his commission, in conse- 

uence of the colonel having previously promised 

troop to agentleman from New York. There- 
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fore Captain Evans was not able to get his com- 
mand, which he had been authorized by the Sec- 
retary of War to bring with him, mustered into 
servic® This bill is to defray his expenses in get- 
ting up his company, of which I know he bore 
the burden. I trust the bill will be allowed to pass. 

Mr. DUNN. I wish to say further, that when 
Captain Evans presented his claim to the Secre- 
tary of War, the Secretary was compelled to say 
that he had no authority to take cognizance of the 
claim. 

Mr. NOELL. I do not desire to interpose an 

objection to this bill; but | wish to give notice 
that | shall object to putting private bills reported 
from committees on their passage unless they take 
their proper place on the Calendar. 
The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Missouri that when bills ofa pri- 
vate character, which do notappropriate money, 
are reported, it is for a majority of the House to 
determine whether they shall be put upon their 
assage. 

Mr. DUNN. I demand the previous question 
on the engrossment and third reading of the bill. 
The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and, under its operation, 
the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read a 
third time; and being engrossed, it was accord- 
ingly read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. DUNN moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed; and also moved to lay 
the motion to reconsider on the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


E. Il. BROOKE. 


Mr. DUNN, from the Committee on Military 
Affairs, reported a bill to increase the pay of E. 
H. Brooke, chief clerk to the Paymaster General 
of the United States Army; which was read a 
first and second time. 

The bill increases the pay of E. H. Brooke, 
chief clerk to the Paymaster General of the United 
States Army, to the pay and allowance of an ad- 


and entitles him to receive the same from the 12th 
of April, 1861, until the suppression of the pres- 
ent insurrection. 


Mr. DUNN. 


giving an explanation of this bills I suppose that 


all the members of the House, who have had busi- | 


ness to transact at the Paymaster General’s office, 
have made the acquaintance of his efficient chief 
clerk, Mr. Brooke. 
to be an officer always ready to give, and capable 
of giving, information, and always attending to 
business with the utmost dispatch. 

In my intercourse with the officers in the ad- 


ministration of the War Department, I have met | 


with few who were his equals, none his superiors. 
Since the commencement of the war, his duties 
have vastly increased. Being chief clerk to the 
Paymaster General, most of the business of that 
office goes through his hands, more business than 
through the hands of almost any other man con- 
nected with the War Department. He has had 
to instruct all the assistant paymasters, and to 
assist them in making out their rolls. I really 
think that it is due to him that his pay should be 
increased, the increase going back to the date of 
the bombardment of Fort Sumter, as soon after 
that his press of business commenced. The Pay- 
master General, Mr. Larned, speaks of him in 
the highest manner, and expresses the desire that 
his pay shall be increased. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Will the gentleman 
from Indiana permit me to inquire what the pay 
and allowance of an additional paymaster in the 
Army is? 

Mr. DUNN. To my recollection it is twenty- 
three or twenty-four hundred dollars. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING. What isthe present 
of this chief clerk? 

r. DUNN. Eighteen hundred dollars, | think, 
Mr. F. A. CONKLING. I move to amend 


pa 


ditional paymaster in the United States Army, | 


I will occupy but a moment in | 


If so, they have found him | 


cee 
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words ** $2,400 per annum.”” The mode of as- 
certaining the pay of officers that is suggested in 
this bill is, in my judgement, an extremely vicious 
one, and has led heretofore to appropriations of 


money of which the House was ignorant at the 
time. 


Mr. McPHERSON. Say $2,500. 

Mr. F. A. CONKLING,. ell, say $2,500. 

Mr. DUNN. I accept that amendment. 

Mr. ALDRICH. Let me add one word to the 
remarks of the gentleman from Indiana, I have 
been called to the Paymaster General's office very 
often, and have become ere with the effi- 
ciency of the chief clerk. 1 noticed his desire to 
accommodate all, and his willingness to work at 
night in order to do that. In my opinion there 
is no better officer in the employment of the Gov- 
ernment, and none more entitled to an increase ot 
pay. 
Mr. McPHERSON. Mr. Speaker, I feel it to 
be a duty, having had some opportunity of ob- 
serving the manner in which Mr. Brooke has per- 
formed his arduous duties, to say to the House 
that, in my opinion, there is not connected with 
the Government to-day a more deserving man. 
During the summer I happened to be so situated 
in the vicinity of Washington as to be thrown 
very much and very closely into business rela- 
tions with his department. My attention was 
called to his remarkable efficiency ata very early 
period of the war. Iam ordinarily opposed to 
any increase of the pay of officers of the Govern- 
ment; but Mr. Brooke’s labors have been so 
largely increased by being compelled, as the gen- 
tleman from Indiana has said, to instruct the ad- 
ditional paymasters in their duties, and by im- 
mense business thrown on the office, that I think 
his case is a perfectly equitable one, and I will 
join gladly in supporting his claim. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I believe, Mr. Speaker, 
that in every instance I have voted against the in- 
crease of pay of officers whose pay it has been 
proposed to increase; but I have been thrown in 
contact with this paymaster department, and from 
what | have seen of Mr. Brooke I do think this 
billis eminently just. Lthink he is one of the 
hardest working men in the city, and one of the 
most accommodating. I never go there without 
getting my business done immediately. 

Mr. F. A.CONKLING. Will the gentleman 
from Ohio permit me to ask him whether he is 
prepared to yield his assent to the principle ot 
legislation that this additional pay shall be retro- 
spective? The passage of this bill will establish 
a precedent for other officers to come in here and. 
ask for additional pay for past services. 

Mr. HUTCHINS. I think that in this case it 
is just. As a general proposition, I think it is 
not. 

Mr.DUNN. As the House seems to be ready 
to vote upon this question, I will simply say that 
the bill provides that this increased compensation 
shall be only continued during the war. 

Mr. F. A.CONKLING. Bat the bill also gives 
back pay, and furnishes a precedent on which 
every ofhcer will come here, and ask us to give 
back pay. 

Mr. DUNN, We must decide each of these 
cases upon its merits as it arises. I move the 
previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

The amendment proposed by Mr. F. A. Conx- 
LING was agreed to. 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be en- 
grossed and read a third time; and being engrossed, 
it was accordingly read the third time. 

The question being on its passage, the House 
divided, and there were—ayes 36, noes 39; no 
quorum. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING called for the yeas and 


nays. 
The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The question was taken; and it was decided in 


the bill by striking out the words ‘‘ the pa and || the negative—yeas 31, nays 62; as follows: 


allowance ofan additional pay master in the United 
States Army,” and inserting in lieu thereof the 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Baxter, Beaman, Bingham, 
Francis P. Blair, Samuel 8. Biaiz, Chamberiio, 
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Hutchins, MeKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, Nixon, Noell, 
Olin, Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Riddle, Sheffield, Stoan, 
Stratton, Voorhees, Whaley, Albert S. White, and Wor 
cester—3l 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Alley, Ancona, Arnold, Baker, 
Biddle, Jacob B. Blair, Blake, William G. Brown, Buffin 


Roscoe Conkling, Covode, Crisfield, Davis, Delano, Dun 
jap, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Frank, Granger, Haight, Ham, 
Harding, Harrison, Johnson, Julian, Kelley, Law, Lazear, 
Leary, Lehman, Loomis, Lovejoy, Anson P. Morrill, Jus 
tin 8. Morrill, Noble, Norton, Nugen, Pike, Porter, John 
H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Shellabarger, Shiel, Smith, 
John B. Steele, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, 
Trimbie, Vatlandigham, Wall, E. P. Walton, Ward, Chilton 
A. White, Woodraff, and Wright—62. 


So the bill was rejected. 

During the call of the roll, 

Mr. GRIDER stated that Mr. Menzies, not 
being well, was absent fromahe House. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM stated that Mr. Pen- | 


PLETON was called home in consequence of sick- | 


ness in his family. 

Mr. PHELPS, of California, said Mr.Sarcent 
was absent from the House in consequence of 
sickness. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING said that Mr. 
Sepewick received tidings yesterday of a very 
sad casualty in his family, and went home. 

Mr. MOORHEAD stated that Mr. Watuace 
had gone home on account of sickness in his 
family. 

Mr. WALTON, of Vermont, stated that Mr. 
Detano had paired with Mr. Penpieron. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. PORTER. | move to reconsider the vote 
by which the bill was defeated, for the purpose 
of having an amendment proposed to it. I learn 
that many members voted against the bill who 
would have voted for it but for the fact that it 
was retrospective in its operation. 

Mr. ALLEN. I move to lay the motion to 
reconsider on the table. 

Mr. NOELL moved that the House adjourn. 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. ALLEN called forthe yeas and nays upon 
the motion to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 51, nays 43; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Ancona, Joseph Baily, Biddle, 


Colfax, Duell, Dunn, Fessenden, Goodwin, Grider, Hale, 


ton. Calvert, Casey, Olements, Prederick A. Conkling, |} 

















run away and his office was vacant. These two | 


parties who were the sureties, by the advice of 


their counsel, late a member of this House, (Mr. | 


Reynolds,) did not plead the failure to comply 
with the law on the part of the Postmaster Gen- 
eral, but paid the money into the Treasury under 
protest. 

I desire to say that this bill includes the defal- 
cation for the last five quarters, leaving the other 
two quarters not included. @ 

I will only remark further, that if this were a 
transaction between two private citizens, the very 
fact of the defalcation being allowed to go on after 


due notice had been given by the parties would || 
have been a bar in action in any court of justice | 


on the face of theearth. The bill simply returns 
the money paid by them without interest. 

I call the previous question. 

Mr. COLFAX. I desire to say a word on this 
bill, if the gentleman will permit me. 

Mr. BINGHAM. 1 withdraw the demand for 
the previous question. 


Mr. COLFAX. By the Post Office laws the 


| sureties of a postmaster are responsible for his 


conduct, not only during the whole period he is 


| in office, but for two years afterwards. 


Now, what I desire particularly to ascertain is 
that this is not such a bill as shall be a precedent 
in all future cases of defalcation. Itis pretty hard 
to collect money now from sureties. 


I know nothing about it, but if it is one of the 
general cases of defalcation, it would be a very 
dangerous bill to pass. 

Mr. BINGHAM. It is most decidedly an ex- 
ceptional case. ‘The evidence shows that the sure- 
ties were vigilant in notifying the Department of 


| the defalcation, but no attention was paid to them. 


It was, as I have stated, such a case as, if it had 
been a transaction between private parties, no 
court of justice would have ever rendered a judg- 
ment against these sureties. That provision Is 
this: in case any postmaster shall neglect to ren- 
der his accounts and pay over the receipts at the 


|| end of every-three months, it is the duty of the 


Postmaster General to take notice of that fact. 


{| The proof shows that instead of giving this no- 


Jacob B. Blair, Blake, William G. Brown, Buffinton, Cal- | 


vert, Clements, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, 
Covode, Crisfield, Davis, Duniap, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, 
Franchot, Frank, Haight, Hall, Harding, Julian, Law, 
Lazear, Leary, Lehman, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mitchell, An- 
son P. Morrill, Justin 8. Morrill, Noble, Norton, Nugen, 
Pike, Price, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, Shiel, 


Smigh, John B. Steele, Francis ‘Thomas, Vallandigham, | 


i. P. Walton, Ward, Chilton A. White, Woodruff, and | 


Wright—S5l. 
NAYS—Messrs. Aldrich, Baker, Baxter, Bingham, Fran- 


cis P. Blair, Chamberlin, Colfax, Cutler, Duell, Dunn, Fes- | 
senden, Goodwin, Granger, Grider, Hale, Hanchett, Har- | 
rison, Hutchins, Johnson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, | 


Lansing, McKnight, McPherson, Moorhead, Nixon, Noell, 
Olin, Patton, Timothy G. Phelps, Porter, Potter, Riddle, 
Sheffield, Sheilabarger, Sloan, Stratton, Benjamin F. 
‘Thomas, Trimble, Train, Trowbridge, Voorhees, Whaley, 
and Albert 8. White—43. 

So the motion to recorfsider was laid on the 
table. 


REFUNDING OF MONEY. 


Mr. BINGHAM. I desire the consent of the 
House to reporta private bill from the Committee 
on the Judiciary, for the purpose of putting it on 
its passage. ‘The bill was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judicary both in this and in the last 
Congress, and it has been reported favorably upon 
in each instance. The purpose of the bill is to 
refund to two citizens of the State of New York 
the sum of $400, which they paid into the Treas- 
ury, in consequence of the defalcation of a post- 
master, under protest. 

There being no objection, 

Mr. BINGHAM reported back a bill of the 
House for the relief of the sureties of George Mar- 
shall, late postmaster at Valatie, New York. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I desire to state that the Post 


Office law expressly requires that the Postmaster | 


General shall put in suit the bond of a defaulting 
postmaster after his first quarter’s default. Now, 
sir, in this instance the evidence before the com- 
mittee was that not only was the defalcation of 
this postmaster permitted for one quarter with- 
out notice, but it continued for seven consecutive 
quarters before suit was brought upon the bond; 
and at that time the defaulting postmaster had 





tice to the sureties, he allowed these defalcations 


to run through seven consecutive quarters. These | 
| men paid $480. Eighty dollars was afterwards re- || 


returned to them because ofan error that was made. 
The committee propose to refund to them $400, 


and no more. Now, | say that the Postmaster Gen- | 


eral who would repeat this neglect ought to be 
impeached of malfeasance or misfeasance in office. 
I donot know to whom this remark would apply. 
Ido not know whether the Postmaster General 
at the time repeated this neglect of the clear in- 


| junction of the law. 


Mr. F. A. CONKLING. Are the facts such 
as would constitute an offense as between indi- 
viduals? 

Mr. BINGHAM. Certainly. 

Mr. COLFAX. I differ with the gentleman 
from Ohio in the construction of the law. One 
trouble about these defalcations is this: the funds 


| do not go into the treasury of the Department, 


but they go into the general Treasury. The ac- 


| counts are audited by the Sixth Auditor of the 


Treasury, and going from one Department to 
another, a case of defalcation may sometimes be 
overlooked. I suppose that was the case in this 
instance. If a postmaster is suspected, it is the 


| practice of the Department to draw upon him at 


once. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Is this provision for drawing 
upon deputy postmasters of recent origin? 

Mr. COLFAX. No, sir. 

Mr. BINGHAM. Every item is set out in these 
accounts. For seven consecutive quarters this de- 
falcation was permitted to go unnoticed by the 
Postmaster General, and I think that these parties 
eught to have this money refunded to them. I 
am glad, however, to see that the gentleman from 
Indiana is jealous of the administration of the 
Post Office Department. 

Mr, COLFAX, The only objection that I make 
to this bill is, that it may be drawn into a prece- 
dent, There is now a great deal of trouble in col- 
lecting from defaulting postmasters—more trouble 
than there isin collecting from any other persons. 
You have to go through the formality of a suitin 
cases of three dollars, ten dollars, and so on, up 
to one hundred dollars, 


If this is an || 
| exceptional case, there may be some merit in it. 





| wounded. 
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FORT PULASKI, 


Mr. ELY. I ask the Clerk to read the follow 
ing dispatch, which 1 have received from the Sec. 
retary of War. - 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


Porr Royvat, Sourn Carona 
(Via Sandy Hook, New Jersey,) sprit 1s, 
Hon. Epwin M. Stanton, Secretary of War: 

We opened our batteries on Fort Pulaski on the mor 
ing of the 10th. After thirty hours continuous firing a shea! 
cable breach was made, and preparations for storming ab = 
to comtmence, when the rebel flag was struck. Woe har e 
captured forty-seven guns, seven thousand shot and shi il, 
forty thousand pounds of powder, three hundred and six, 
prisoners, with their small arms and accouterments, and : 
good supply of provisions. One of our meu killed, not one 

DAVID HUNTER, 
Major General Commanding, 


And then, on motion of Mr. ANCONA, (at half 
past three o’clock, p. m.,) the House adjourned, 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, -4pril 21, 1862. 


Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. Dr. Sunpertayp. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 


| proved. 


AFRICAN COLONIZATION. 


Mr. LANE, of Indiana. I desire to present 
the memorial of Joseph E. Williams and others, 
free persons of color, praying that the Congress 
of the United States may provide certain territo- 


| ries without the limits of the United States, in 


Central America or elsewhere, for the coloniza- 
tion of the free colored population of the United 


| States; and with the permission of the Senate I 


will state very briefly the objects sought to be ac- 
complished by the memorialists. While I do not 


| believe that the free colored population have all 


| or any considerable portion of the rights of citi- 


zenship under. the Constitution and laws of the 
United States, with me their right to petition is 
sacred. This subject derives a peculiar import- 
ance from the present position of our affairs. It 
is obvious to every one that by the march of our 
armies, and by the confiscation of the Esoperty of 
rebels, a large number of persons are to be man- 
umitted, necessarily and inevitably. When these 
slaves shall be free, either one of three courses 
must be adopted in reference to them: they must 
be reénslaved, or colonized, or apprenticed where 
they now are. They never can be reénslaved. 


| It is at war with the genius and spirit of our insti- 





| of the whole civilized world. 


tutions and against the enlightened pablic opinion 
The United States 
can never become either a slave dealer or slave 
owner. Confiscation of the property of rebels 
then implies necessarily the freedom of the slaves; 


and either a judicious system of apprenticeship 


must be resorted to by which they shall be under 
the guardianship of certain persons until they are 


| qualified to take care of themselves and fitted for 


the enjoyment of freedom, or they are to be col- 
onized, and colonized beyond thé limits of the 
United States, and no point better adapted to their 


| colonization suggests itself to me than Central 


America. . 
I know that in times past objections have been 


_ urged against the right of colored persons to peti- 
tion. The right of petition comes to us from our 


British ancestors. It had its origin in the earliest 
dawn of free institutionsamong the Anglo-Saxons. 
It is a right which has been asserted under every 
form of government, in every country and in every 
age of the world. The most despotic and abso- 


| lute Government of Asia has permitted this right of 


petition, and there is no human creature so hum- 
ble that he may not petition. The very fact that 
he is debased and ignorant and downtrodden and 
oppressed is the strongest possible reason why he 
should be permitted to petition the powerful for 
justice and protection. The right of petition 18 
one of the most important agencies in the divine 
economy for the redemption of the world. The 
right of petition should be held sacred. _ 

Then the object sought to be aceomplished by 
their petition is one in which I deeply sympathize, 
and the course suggested meets my hearty con- 
currence and approbation. Not only will slaves 


be manumitted by the march of your armies and 
by the confiscation of the property of rebels, but 
under the act which you have lately passed for 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia 
some fifteen or eighteen hundred slaves have been 
set free, and if you carry out efficiently the pro- 
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yision for voluntary colonization contained in that 
act, some place of refuge must be provided for the 
free African population of the United States, and 
particularly of this District. Since the commence- 
ment of this rebellion many signal and most im- 
portant triumphs have been achieved by the na- 
tional arms and in behalf of the national cause, 
but among the most important victories achieved 
so fur in the history of this rebellion is the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the District of Columbia. Itisa 
victory which sickens our hearts with no terrible 
recital of killed and wounded. It is a victory 
which plants no thorns in the pillow of widow- 
hood, which fills the eyes of no orphans with 
tears, and the hearts of no mothers with anguish. 
It is a bloodless triumph in behalf of truth and 
principle and justice. ‘ 4 

In claiming the abolition of slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia as one of the most important 
triumphs of the national cause, [ would not by 
any means disparage the triumph of your arms. 
I know that the chivalric and patriotic sons of the 
creat Northwest and West are now pouring their 
victorious columns upon New Orleans with the 
might and grandeur and power with which the 
great father of waters sweeps his currents to the 
ocean. Upon every battle- eld in the great West 
they have illustrated the prowess and bravery of 
the citizen soldier of the United States. As an 
American citizen, I am proud of your triumphs. 
I recollect that Lieutenant Worden, but a few 
short weeks ago, added one to the list of Amer- 
ican heroes— 

“ One of the few, the immortal names, 
That were not born to dic.’? 

I have a peculiar pride in the victories of the 
West, as a citizen of Indiana, for, upon every 
single battle-field, her bravery and prowess have 
contributed to your victory. Her blood has red- 
dened every well-stricken field, and no standard 
of hers has ever been captured by the enemy. I 
draw no invidious distinctions between the great 
States of the West. I recognize.most freely the 
patriotic devotion to the good cause in Kentucky; 
the struggling bravery under the most adverse 
circumstances of the patriotic people of Missouri; 
and the State of lowa, that first-born to freedom 
under the Missouri compromise, in this struggle 
has nobly vindicated and illustrated her paternity. 
So of the people of Minnesota and of Wiscon- 
sin and of Michigan and of Illinois and of Ohio. 
They have been equally brave, and their only 
rivalry has been a generous emulation as to who 
should most ardently love, and who should most 
vorthily serve, our common glorious country. 


-We have acommon interest in these victories. 


Bat great as they allare, theyare not much greater, 
in my estimation, than the moral triumph achieved 
in the District of Columbia. 

I have ayers national pride in the achievements 
of Commodore Foote and his invincible flotilla of 
gunboats, who, upon an obscure bayeu of the 
Mississippi, have added the glory of another Sal- 
amis to the world’s history. But these triumphs, 
great as they are, are but little more important in 
their results than the achievement to the national 
cause brought about by the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia. I have said that that 
victory was accompanied by no bloodshed and no 
mourning, no regrets, save the regrets that the 
rebels and their sympathizers may entertain. 

Gentlemen talk of the effect of the abolition of 
slavery upon the border States. So far as I am 
concerned, there is no terror in thatery. For the 
last twenty years I have never seen an hour or a 
moment that I would not have given the same 
vote. Sixteen yearsago | took the same ground 
in the State of Indiana, and two years ago I was 
tried upon the record. My letter was read in favor 
of the abolition of slavery in the District of Co- 
lumbia in the canvass of 1860. I was tried upon 


the record, and the verdict was a majority of ten 


thousand, 

I have no fears in reference to the result of that 
vote, and I believe it cannot operate injuriously ; 
but if we wish to make that wise and beneficent 
measure effective, we must carry out the prayer 
of these memorialists, and peal a place where 
they may be colonized, and colonized voluntarily, 
for a forced emigration or compulsory coloniza- 
ion will result in no good. You must have will- 
ing hearts and strong arms to work out for these 
free colored people :heir destiny wherever you 
may place them. I would not sanction a compul- 
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sory colonization, and surely not at this time. 


This beneficent measure, 1 doubt not, will be car- | The PRESIDENT pro tempore presented two 


ried out, and in order that it may be effectual, the 
prayer of these petitioners must be listened to. If 
not at present, at least at some time not remote, 
their prayer must be answered b 














































and drawn in apt terms, and in language the most 
respectful and courteous to Congress and to the 


trusted it to me, and in his behalf and in behalf of 
the memorialists, I ask that it may be read at the 
desk and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 


The Secretary read the memorial, as follows: 


To the honorable the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of .4merica in Congress assembled : 
The undersigned, for themselves, their relatives, and 

friends, whom they represent, desire, by this memorial, 
most respectfully to show to the Congress and people of this 
great country—of which, too, they are natives, but hurobdly 
born—that they appreciate, to the fullest extent, the humane 
actions which are now inaugurated to give freedom to their 
so long oppressed colored race; but they believe that this 
freedom will resultinjuriously, unless there shall be opened 
to colored people a region to which they may emigrate— 
acountry which is suited to their organization, and in which 
they may seek and secure, by their own industry, that men- 
tal and physical development which will allow them an hon- 
orable position in the tamilies of God’s great world. 

That there is ignorance in the mass of the colored race 
is not to be denied; this is caused by the peculiar condition 
in which they have been raised—without the advantages of 
general education so wisely and freely accorded to the white 
citizens. But there are those among them who have se- 
cured the blessings of knowledge, and who are capable of 
informing their brethren of what is for their ultimate good, 
as the leaders of the Pilgrim Fathers informed those who 
came with them to plant civil and religious liberty upon 
this continent. 

‘To these we are indebted for the knowledge that Libe- 
ria is too distant from the land of our birth, and that how- 
ever kindly and wisely the original plans of colonization 
may have been laid for that country, neither those plans, 
nor that region are suited to our present condition, and that 
it will be impossible for us ever to move there in sufticient 
numbers to secure for us the full liberties of the human 
race, the elements of which we have learned here. 

From them, too, we have learned the deep degradation 
and wretchedness in which our relatives were sunk who 
were induced by heartless speculators to emigrate to Hayti. 
Slavery, if it must be borne, is more endurable under a 


superior, than under one originating in Atrica, degraded by 
abject slavery under Spanish and French greed, and still 
further brutalized by unrestrained and licentious liberty, 
such as exists with those who hold the power to control the 
poor iminigrant in Hayti, or either of the Africo-West India 
Islands. 

Of our own will we cannot go either to Liberia or these 
islands. We have, in the United States, been taught to 
vencrate virtue, to strive to attain it, and we can, with hum- 
ble pride, point to as wide-spread examples of the benefit 
of these teachings as can any similar number of men, with 
no greater advantages than ourselves. Therefore we wish 
to shun those countries where the opposite of virtue rules, 
where vice reigns supreme, where our very blood would be 
required if we opposed its indulgence. 

Though colored, and debarred from the rights of citi- 


cannot hear from those with whom we have grown up, with 
all the fond remembrances of childhood. 

We now number as many souls as won the freedom of 
your sires from British rule. We may not now be as capa- 
ble to govern ourselves as they were, but we will, with 
your aid, be as zealous, and with God’s blessing, we will be 
as successful. 

There is a land—part of this your own econtinent—to 
which we wish to go. Itis that portion generally called 


yct bearing spontaneously all that is suited to our race. 


we will prove ourselves worthy and grateful. The labor 
which, in servitude, has raised cotton, sugar, and tobacco, 
will do the same, not in the blood of bondage, but in the 
tree spirit of liberty, and with the exultant knowledge that 
it is to be part of your commerce, and to be given in ex- 
change for the productions of our old native land. 

If we are regarded as an evil here, (and we may become 
so by our competing with your white labor while here for 
the necessities of existence,) send us where, instead of being 
an evil, we may be made a blessing, by increasing the value 
of that white labor, while at the same time we offer to it 
greater comforts in reducing the costs in producing, by our 
own labor, those articles in abundance which all require for 
health and sustenance. 

Do not, we beseech you, recognize and build up for- 
eign nations of the black race, who have no sympathy in 
thought or language with that race which has grown up with 
you, and who only seek by such recognition, shaped, as it 
is, by European diplomacy, to sow discord and trouble with 
us here, that you and ourselves may be involved in a com- 
mon ruin. 

Send us—our prayer is, send us—to that country we have 
indicated, that we may not be wholly excluded from you, 
that we may aid in bringing to you that great commerce 
of the Pacific, which will still further increase the wealth 


pray. 


The memoriai was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 


race we have long been taught to look up to and regard as | . *- 
|| Healso presented a memorial of citizens of Mon- 


and power of your country; and your petitioners will ever 





zenship, our hearts none the less cling to the land of our | 
birth. We do not wish to be driven beyond the ocean, | 
where old hands of kindness cannot reach us, where we | ont ‘ ‘ 
| principles of taxation suggested in a letter from 


Central America; there are lands there without inhabitants, | 


Aid us to get there, protect us for a short while, and | 


1] 
the Congress || 
of the United States. This memorial is very brief, || 


|| joint resolution of the Legislature of 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


| petitions of citizens of the city of New York, pray- 
| ing for the passage of a general bankrupt law; 
which were referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

He also presented a petition of citizens of Mich- 
igan, praying for the passage of a bill for the con- 


he || oy : ie 
people; and at the request of the person who in- || truction of a ship canal between Lake Michigan 


and the Mississippi river; which was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOWE presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Wisconsin, in favor of relief to James G. 
Ladd, mail contractor on route No. 13025 in that 
State; which was referred to the Committee on 
Claims, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature 
of the same State, in favor of the establishmentof 
a mail route from Monches, in Waukesha county, 
| to Hartford, in Washington county; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a memorial of the Legislature 
of the same State, asking a donation of land to 
construct a military road from some point on the 
Mississippi or Lake St. Croix, in that State, be- 
tween towns twenty-five and thirty-one, to Supe- 
rior City, in Douglas county; which was referred 
to the Committee on Military Affairs and the Mi- 
litia, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented three petitions of citizens of 
Wisconsin, praying for the passage of a bill pro- 
viding for the construction of a ship canal between 
Lake Michigan and the Mississippi river; which 
were referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HOWARD presented a petition of citizens 
of Lyons, lonia county, Michigan, praying for 
the passage of a bill providing for the construc- 
tion of a ship canal between Lake Michigan and 
the Mississippi river; which was referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 
| He also presented a petition of citizens of Jack- 
| son, Michigan, praying for the passage of a uni- 
| form bankrupt law; which was referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary. 


roe, Michigan, remonstrating against the passage 
of the tax bill now before Congress, and against 
the issue of any more bonds bearing intercst; and 
praying that Treasury notes be issued for the full 
amount of our unfunded debt; which was referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

He also presented a petition of J. W. Raymond 
and others, citizens of Michigan, praying for an 
appropriation of public lands for the benefit of the 
mining school located at Houghton, in the county 
of Houghton, State of Michigan; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. CLARK presented a petition of citizens of 
New Hampshire, praying for the adoption of the 


E. B. Bigelow, addressed to Hon. Tuappeus 
Stevens, entitled ** Internal taxation simplified ;’’ 
|| which was referred to the Committee on Finance. 
|| Mr. DOOLITTLE presented five memorials 
1 from the Legislature of Wisconsin, in favor of the 
|| establishment and discontinuance of mail routes 
in that State; which were referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. [Lalso desire to present the 


isconsin 
|| tendering to the President of the United States 
their approval of his course, a resolution which 
was adopted, I believe almost without exception, 
unanimously by the Legislature of Wisconsin. | 
ask to have it read and printed. 


The Secretary read it, as follows: 


A joint resolution tendering to the President of the United 
States approval for his course. 

Resolved by the Assembly, (the Senate concurring,) That 
we tender to the President of the United States our un- 
qualified approval of the manner in which he has adinin- 
istered the Government from his inauguration to the present 
time—a een of difficulties, dangers, and vast and delicate 
responsibilities without a parallel in the history of the na- 
tion ; and that, as Wisconsin has given him her prompt sup- 
port and her unlimited confidence in the past, so for the 
future, having undiminished faith in his ability, integrity, 
and patriotism, we pledge him our continued co®peration 
and that of our State in all such measures as be shall deem 
just and proper for the accomplishment of the great under- 
taking of his Admintstration—the restoration of the author- 
ity of the Constitution and the supremacy of the laws of 
|| the United States in every State and ‘Territory where they 
|| have been assailed or questioned. 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of State be directed to trans- 
mit a copy of these resolutions to the President of the Uni. 
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ted States and to each of our Senators and Representatives 
in Congress. J. W. BEARDSLEY, 
Speaker of the Assembly. 
G. W. HAZELTON, 
President of the Senate pro tempore. 
Approved April 5, 1862. 








— — 


LOUIS P. HARVEY. 
Srate or Wisconsin, SecretTary’s Orrice, ss: 

The Secretary of State of the State of Wisconsin hereby 
certifies that the foregoing joint resolution bas been com 
pared with the original enrolled joint resolution deposited 
in this office, and that the same js a true and correct copy 
thereot, and of the whole of such original. 
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in Witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and at- | 


(1 } fixed the great seal of the State at the capitol, in 
. Madison, this 16th day of April, A. D. 1862. 
EDWARD ILSLEY, 
Assistant Secretary of State. 
The joint resolution was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 


BILLS INTRODUCED. 
Mr. WILSON, of Missouri, asked, and by 


unanimous consent obtained, leave to introduce 
the following bills; which were severally read 
twice by their titles, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Claims: 

A bill (S. No. 276) for the relief of James H. 
Ashbaurh; 


| ate, and ordered to a third reading. It was read 


A bill (S. No. 277) for the relief of J.J. Miller; || 
| calls up the special order, the resolution of the | 


and 

A bill (S. No. 278) for the relief of S.C. Web- 
ber. 

Mr. HALE. I desire the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to introduce a bill of which no pre- 
vious notice has been given, and that the Senate 


may understand what it is I will read the tide. It | 
is a bill providing for the selection of jurors to || | ; ; 
| on the bill then pending, which will be the upfin- 
| ished business at one o’clock to-day. I do not 


serve in the several courts in the District of Co- 
lumbia. It isa very important bill, and makes 
an important alteration in the law. lL wish that it 


may be referred to the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, and I should like, if the Senate will indulge | 


me, to have the bill printed for the use of the || 


Senate. 
There being no objection, leave was granted to 
introduce the bill (S. No. 279) providing for the 


selection of jurors to serve in the several courts | 


in the District of Columbia; and it was read twice 
by its title, referred to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, and ordered to be printed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, by Mr. Hay, his Secretary, 


transmitting a copy of a correspondence between | 


the Secretary of State and Benjamin H. Brewster, 
of Philadelphia, relative to the arrest in that city 
of Simon Cameron, late Secretary of War, at the 
suit of Pierce Butler, for trespass, vi et armis, as- 


sault and battery, and false imprisonment; which | 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, | 


and ordered to be printed. 
RAILROADS IN WISCONSIN. 
Mr. CLARK. I desire to withdraw the mo- 


tion for the reconsideration, which I caused to be 


entered on Friday last, of the vote by which the | 


Senate concurred in the House amendments to 
Senate joint resolution No. 26, explanatory of a 
certain act therein mentioned. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The motion | 


to reconsider is withdrawn, the Senator from New 
Hampshire, who made the motion, having the 
power to withdraw it, 


ARRESTS IN KENTUCKY. 
Mr. POWELL submitted the following reso- 
lution, and asked for its present consideration: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of State be, and he is here- 
by, directed to inform the Senate how many residents or 
citizens of the State of Kentucky have been arrested or 
removed from said State by his order or direction, and con- 


fined or imprisoned outside of the limits of said State, | 
since the Ist of September last; that he state the names of | 


the persons arrested, and the camps, forts, or prisons where 


they are or were confined: how Jong they and each of them | 
have been imprisoned ; and that he give the number and | 
nameés of the persons so arrested and imprisoned who have 

been released, and the names of the persons so arrested | 


who are stilt coufined, and the place or places where they 


are imprisoned ; and that he report to the Senate the names | 


of all the citizens of Kentucky that have been imprisoned 
by his orders. ; 


Mr. SUMNER. Let it lie over. 
The PRESIDENT protempore. Objection being 
made, the resolution lies over under the rule. 
WILKES’S EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Lam directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Library,to whom was referred the 


|; now. 


| of course I do not desire to interfere with my col- 


| journed on Friday last they were about to divide 


| suspend the special order merely for the purpose 





joint resolution (H. R. No. 67) to supply the | 
Smithsonian Institution with volumes of Wilkes’s || 
Exploring Expedition, to report it back, and rec- | 
ommend its passage. I ask that it be put on its 
passage at this time; there will be no debate 
about it. | 
By unanimous consent, the joint resolution was | 


considered as in Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I will say to the gentle- | 
men who are making inquiries of me that there | 
are some of these works in the Library; when | 
the law was passed for their distribution, the | 
Smithsonian Institation was not in existence, and | 
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consequently it was not included, and it has never | 
had any copies. This is merely a resolution to 
furnish the Smithsonian Institution with a copy | 
of whatever volumes of these works we have on 
hand in the Library. 

Mr. HALE. I think itis right. It ought to | 
go there; the most gigantic humbugs of the age | 
ought to be together. ({Laughter.] 

The joint resolution was reported to the Sen- | 


the third time, and passed. 
ARREST OF GENERAL STONE. 
The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair | 





Senator from California, [Mr. McDovea t,] call- 


ing for information from the War Department || 


relative to the arrest of Brigadier General Charles 
P. Stone, 
Mr. LATHAM. Before my colleague pro- 


ceeds, | wish to say that when the Senate ad- 


wish to interfere with him at that time, and pre- 
fer, of course, that he should continue his re- 
marks; but with his consent, | move now that the 
roll be called, and the consideration of that bill 
proceeded with, 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. Does the Sen- 
ator’s colleague yield the floor for that purpose? 


Mr. McDUUGALL. If the vote is to be taken 
Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator proposes to 


of calling the roll on the bill referred to. It was 
not understood that the roll was to be called, or 
that the debate was finished, but we were willing 
to let the amendment go through, and let the bill 
stand in the shape in which the Senator wanted 
it' to be. 


Mr. LATHAM. [If there is to be discussion, 


league. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. The Senator from Ver- 
mont [Mr. CoLtLtamer] says there will be further 
discussion. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The prior busi- 
ness’will be proceeded with, and that is the res- 
olution of the Senator from California [Mr. Mc- 
DoveGaLt] respecting the arrest of General Stone. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. President, when my 
remarks were suspended by the expiration of the 
morning hour, | was discussing the position as- 
sumed by the Senator from Ohio, [Mr. Wape,] 
that itwas the duty of the Government to act upon 
mere suspicion, without requiring even technical 
evidence against the accused. Il expressed my 
astonishment at the assertion of any such right 
or power. In reflecting upon this position, and 
the other views advanced by the Senator, I must 
confess that I see what appears to me graver cause 
of comment than first met my apprehension. I 
seem to see something of the spirit of Dominic 
De Guzman, the abbot of Citeaux, and of the re- 
lentless Torquemada; something of that spirit of 
the inquisition which in the name of ‘the holy 
office’’ arrogantly and profanely dared to say, 
** Spare none, God will be able to distinguish his 
own among the slaig.”’ It may be well to trace 
a brief parallel between the spirit, character, and 
conduct of the inguisitions of the fourteenth and 
fifteenth centuries, and the inquisition which has 
suddenly sprung up in our midst, and appears to 
frown upon us from every side with hostile and 
threatening eyes. The features of the inquisition 
conducted in the name of ‘the holy office’ were, 
first, secrecy; second, a most intolerant spirit; 
third, absolute, despotic, tyrannical power, su ject 
to no law; fourth, disregard of every justor known 
rule of inquiry, any known law of evidence. 
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These were the great marked characteristics 
which define the inquisitions of an age the rec 
ords of which were a terror to our youth an 
should be a lesson for our manhood; a | son f 
our firesides, a lesson in all places where peo le 
congregate, and a lesson in this Senate. - 

Mr. President, | propose, for the wisdom of 
this discussion, to institute a brief parallel, The 
Senator from Ohio, I trust, will excuse me if | em- 
ploy his language and expressed opinions for tho 
parallel on one side, while I trust to the recollec. 
tions of past history onthe other. The parallel, o, 
the comparison, if you please, will be between the 
inquisition of the fifteenth century in the States 
subject to Rome, and the inquisitions now ree. 
ognized and obtaining in this, the nineteenth cen. 
tury,in the Republic of the United States of North 
America. 

I will first speak of the first marked feature of 
the ancient inquisition—secrecy. That this was 
one of the great features of the Roman inquisition 
is known toall. I will simply inquire, what s 
the Senator from Ohio? 

Mr. WADE. Does 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair wij] 
put the question, does the Senator from California 
yield the floor to the Senator from Ohio ? 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I think the gentleman 
had better let me conclede my remarks, and then 
he can be heard. 

Mr. WADE. Very well; go ahead, then. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair 
does not understand the Senator from Ohio to rige 
to a question of order. If so, it is his right. 

Mr. WADE. No, sir. I rose to put the gen- 
tleman right, as I supposed he did not intend to 
misrepresent; but as he chooses to go along with 
his speech, be it so. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 
from California will proceed. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I will state to the gentle- 
man from Ohio that so far as I shall undertake to 
maintain this proposition, I will do it from his 
own words, as he is reported in the official paper. 

Mr. WADE. When you say that I com- 
mended secrecy, you are stating what I have not 
said or thought of. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I will only read what 
has been said; I will put the Senator’s language 
alongside of mine, and then no wrong can be done 
to him, either here or before the country. He 
said: 


** Sir, we have not published what we have ascertained 
to any mortal man except it was to him who was armed 
with the power of administering the remedy. No idle cu- 
riosity has prompted any member of that committee to pro- 
claim to the world as idle gossip the testimony that was 
before it- I challenge the Senate, and every man of it, to 
tell me which member of the committee or where have we 
made known to the public what was going on before us. I 
admit that as we ascertained facts, the existence of mal- 
practices, short-comings, and things inconsistent with the 
proper and beneficial conduct of the war, we have sought 
interviews with the President of the United States, we lave 
sought them with the Secretary of War, and on some occa 
sious with the whole Cabinet, and there in secret have dis 
closed the testimony that has come to us, and we have 
endeavored to work out a redress, and in innumerable in- 
stances I know we have done it, where, had it not been jor 
that so-much maligned committee, the Administration 
would have been entirely ignorant of what was going on.” 
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I understand, from the published language of 
the Senator, that it is claimed as a virtue on behalf 
of this.:committee, that they have instituted pro- 
ceedings which have been altogether secret; that 
matters have been inquired into and conclusions 
arrived at affecting the honor of gentlemen, and 

rchance their lives, and that these things have 
ae done in secret. I understand that such things 
have been done. 

Mr. WADE. That was understood wrong, 
for it is exactly contrary to the fact. That is all 
I have to say about it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Does the Senator from 
Ohio mean to say that General Stone was advised 
of any investigation or what was charged against 
him? 

Mr. WADE. 1 do, sir. : 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Was the testimony re- 

rted to him? 

Mr. WADE, Every word of it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. General Stone—has he 
been advised? 

Mr. WADE, General Stone hasbeen. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Chair's 
obliged to interrupt this interlocutory conversa- 
tion as out of order. 
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Mr. McDOUGALL. ' 
that the Senator is either now incorrect or was in- 
correct in what he affirmed in his speech made on 
a former day. I refer to his speech as reported, 
and as he is reported to have spoken for himself 
and his committee. In that speech, as reported, 
he certainly did say that the proceedings of his 
committee were altogether secret; that they com- 
municated with no one except those who could 
place their judgment in execution. (Not these 
words, sit, but these words in substance.) This 
is the first time that I have heard of General Stone 
receiving information of anything charged against 
him.» General Stone is a prisoner in the North; 
I could not, if I would, inquire of him. I have 
had no correspondence with him by word or pa- 
per—I could not have had exceptunder the inspec- 
tion of the War Department. For myself, | have 
not sought it, for this reason, let me ay for the 
strong reason that J have absolute confidence in 
his right and equal confidence in his adversaries’ 
wrong. : 

The friends of General Stone, his counsel, do 
not understand that he is advised of the accusa- 
tions against him. Ido not believe that he is so 
advised. If, however, there is reason on the part 
of the Senator from Ohio to affirm that this is so, 
then permit, if you plegse, this further remark, 
that, from information Phave received as to the 
manner of business of this committee as well as 
of some other committees, gentlemen are at times 
called before them, as was General Stone. The 
person called before a committee in his pride, or, 
if you please, vanity, supposes his opinions are 
revarded as valuable in that committee, and ex- 
pects to speak of something involving the cap- 
ture of Yorktown or Corinth. He appears be- 
fore the committee; he suddenly finds that another 
class of questions demand his answers. He finds 
himself questioned as to his loyalty. He finds 
himself interrogated abouta thousand matters per- 
sonal to himself; he begins to think that some one 
has accused him; he inquires, ‘* Are there any 
charges against me?’’ He receives the prompt 
answer, **No.”? He having answered everything 
asked, as it seemed to him to the satisfaction of the 
committee, he goes on his way rejoicing. 


of the night or day, be receives an order of arrest, 
ignorant foe why or what. Ido not mean to state 
this as the case of General Stone; but it will an- 
swer for the statement, and the truthful statement 
of more than one case; but the case of General 
Stone may be permitted to illustrate the point of 
secrecy; he was arrested about midnight, without 
notice, and at a time when, as I believe, he had 


just been rendering his country important service. | 


The next feature of the inquisition is ‘‘a most 
intolerant spirit.”” To prove this I will read, for 
i do not care about elaborating or discussing i 
detail the merits of the various remarks of the 
Senator from Ohio: 


** He may require all the presumptions of innocence that 


are so often resorted to to shield aculprit trom the punish- | 


ment of his crime. It is done here. But, sir, the man 
whose life is assailed does not summon a jury, and the 


nation whose life is assailed by traitors need not summon | 


ajury. All you want is the power, honestly exercised, to 
put it down.” 

So | understand it to be proclaimed here to the 
country that because this is a time of war, an 
man, aman at the head of our Army whose life 
ha¥ been loyal,a man from any one of our cities; 
from any one of our towns, from any one of our 
farm hoises, may be seized upon suspicion in the 
absence of legal testimony, may be tried without 
a jury, may be condemned without a judicial 
judgment—this innominable power exists some- 
where. It must exist, for we witness its power, 
not by virtue of the Constitution, not by virtue 
of any law; but there is a silent, terrible power 
which we have seen exercised, not limited by any 
known law, and not qualified by any term. A 
power which ignores the Constitution and all law. 
A system which is no system, which is anarchy, 
which knows neither the Constitution, the laws, 
the judges, the juries, the judgments, or the ver- 
dicts which should determine, as we have learned, 
the rights, liberties, and lives of our fellow-citi- 
zens, . 

_ All these rights I understand the gentleman to 
ignore. The gentleman does not require a Con- 
suiution, laws, courts, judges, judgments. He 
would prefer to fall back into a state of nature, and 
trust to see whatso brave and strong a man as the 


| 


| 
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Sud- || 
denly, perhaps at midnight, or at any other hour |, 














ing the general average of mankind. give Sen- 
ator said again: ° 


It would appear, then, || brave Ben Wape could do in the contest involv- \| 


| 


* Sir, I am tired of hearing these arguments in favor of | 


traitors. The Constitution takes their lives, their property, 
their all. Why shail we stop short? Are they notin quest 
of ours? If there is any stain on the present Administra- 
tion, it is that they have been weak enough to deal too len- 
iently with these traitors. I know it sprung from goodness 
of heart; it sprung from the best of motives; but, sir, as a 
method of putting down this rebellion, mercy to traitors is 
cruelty to loyal men.” 


And again: 


* It is a remarkable fact, and [ fefir not entirely to our 
credit either, that while we have been involved in this great 
rebellion, while this generation is taxed, and future genera- 
tions will be taxed to the utmost of their capacity to detend 
themselves, while this ungodly war was waged against the 
best Goverument on God’s earth, and it has cost the most 
precious blood of this nation to repel the insurrection, after 
ene whole year has passed by, there has not yet been made 
a single exumple of treason, not one; no attempt to take 
the life, nay, even the property, of the bellish traitor that 
has caused the sacrifice of our dearest and most precious 


| blood.”? 


Is not this an appeal for blood? Is not thisan 
attempt to rouse up the worst passions of the hu- 
man heart? Is not this an exhibition of a most 
intolerant and anti-Christian spirit? Is it notan 
exhibition, not of anger, but of hate? Anger is 
known in heaven; the feeling of hate is supposed 


| to be the peculiar property of hell. Why should 


he hate the people of the South? We are angry 
with them; we may be so. Anger comes on dur- 
ing the controversy of the day; anger ceases at 
night; it should with all mortal men. There is 
and may be an ultimate vengeance which belongs 
to God alone. He did not transfer to us the 
power of exercising it. I cannot, in this connec- 
tion, forbear to read an extract from Russell’s 
Diary in India, which may ¢each a lesson of hu- 
manity to some of our people who urge this anti- 
Christian spirit: 

‘“¢Many years must elapse ere the evil passions excited 
by these disturbances expire; perhaps confidence will never 
be restored; and if so, our reign in India will be maintained 
at the cost of suffering which it is fearful to contemplate. 


It is fortunate for England that her rulers in [ndia and her 
generals in the field have been animated, on one pint, at 


|| all events, by a unanimous spirit, and that, in the Cabinet 


and in the operations carried on by our generals for the pa- 
cification of the disturbed districts, they have acted gener- 
ally as became enlightened statesmen and Christian men, 
in Opposition to the terocious howl which has been raised 
by men who have lived so long among Asiatics as to have 
—_ their worst feelings, and to have forgotten the senti- 
ments of civilization and religion. As cruel as Covenant 

ers without their faith, as relentless as inquisitors without 
their fanaticism, these sanguinary creatures from the safe 
seclusion of their desks utter stridulous cries as they plunge 
their pens into the seething ink, and shout out‘ Blood ! more 
blood !’ with the unfailing energy and thirst of Marat or St. 
Just. ‘We want vengeance!’ they cry; ‘We must have 
it full; we care not if it be indiscriminate. We are not 
Christians now, because we are dealing with those who are 
not of our faith: rather are we of the faith and followers of 
him who preached * the study of revenge, immortal hate !”?? 
May their school perish forever, and that right svon, or In- 
dia is lost—lost with the approbation of the world—to the 
Crown of Great Britain !”’ 

This is a voice from the Old World, and is worth 
the thought of a moment of the night, intermediate 
the howlings. The fierce howl for blood heard 
among us must cease; must certainly cease; It 
must cease everywhere in the Republic. I warn 
Senators and the country of this necessity. Above 
all, I warn the young men of the Republic this 
ery for blood must cease, or blood wil] not cease 
to flow until the time when, young men, your 
children will be mothers. 

I have said that the third feature of an inquisi- 
tion is absolute, despotic power, subject to no law. 
Said the gentleman from Ohio: 

“ Sir, the man who invokes the Constitution in forbear- 
ance of the law to punish traitors is himself a sympathizer.” 

Is there any law to punish traitors that contra- 
venes the Constitution? I take it, not. The Con- 
stitution is the supreme law of the land, and the 
humblest man may invoke it; it is the shield of 
freemen; and when that shield ceases to be held 
up by those who are in power to protect the mul- 
titude, tyranny reigns among us. Again, said the 
Senator: 

**] do not want tu hear any more of a man than that he 
is invoking the forbearance of the Constitution and the great 
barriers in favor of American liberty to protect an infernal 
traitor in his course, to know that he is a sympathizer.” 

Now, let me ask him who made him his broth- 
er’s judge, cr made these committees judges? 
There must be government; we may appoint per- 
sons to power who on careful deliberation, with 
all the guards of law, may pronounce as to who 
is innocent and who is gailty; but I ask the Sen- 
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ator, | ask his committee, what gave them the 
right in secret to pronounce judgment upon their 
brother? Suspicion, forsooth, and the want of tech- 
nical evidence, and the belief thata man is skulk- 
ing about with evil dispositions towards the Gov- 
ernment—these justify such proceedings! Sir, of 
all the fiends that live in hell, suspicion is worst 
accursed. 

Ariosto undertakes to make this terrible enem 
of all uprightness a palpable thing, and in this 
attempt undertakes to deseribe one of the victims, 
or rather subjects, of suspicion. He says: 

** Hear a story of one of these miserables, which, what- 
ever you may think of it, is true to the letter; such letter, 
at all events, as is written upon the hearts of his race. He 
was one of the first who took to wearing beards; for, great 
as he was, he had a fear of the race of barbers. He built 
a tower in his palace, guarded by deep ditches and thick 
walls. Lt had but one drawbridge, and one bay window. 
There was no other opening, so that the very light ef day 
had searcely admittance, or the inmates a place to breathe 
at. In this tower he slept; and it was his wife’s business 
to put a ladder down for him when be came in. A dog ke 
watch at the drawbridge ; and except the dog and the wile, 
not a soul was tu be discovered about the place, Yet he 
bad such little trustin her that fe always sent spies to look 
about the room before he withdrew for the night. Of what 
use was it all? The woman herself killed him with his 
own sword, and his soul went straight to hell. Rhada- 
manthus, the judge there, thrust him under the boiling lake, 
but was astonished to find that he betrayed no symptoms 
of anguish. He did not weep or how! as the rest did, or ery 
out, ‘Ll burn, [ burn.’ He evinced so little suffering that 
Rhadamanthus said ‘ [ must put this fellow into other quar- 
ters.’ Accordingly he sent him into the lowest pit, where 
the torments were beyond all others. Nevertheless, even 
here, he seemed to be under no distress. Atlength they 
asked him the reason. ‘The wretch then candidly acknowl- 
edged that hell itself had no torments for him, compared 
with those which suspicion had given him on eafth,”’ 

All the sages of hell in consultation could do no 
more for him in their abode, and yet, unwilling 
that he should find peace even among its raging 
fires, sent him again to the earth, there to live in 
his own old torments forever. Suspicion incar- 
nate, always alone, always watching, the mote 
miserable the more he makes himself secure; but 
always laboring to increase the security which in- 
sures his increasing misery ! 

Again: the gentleman says distinctly of these 
proceedings, ** [ know itis notin accordance with 
the principles of our Constitution; in ordinary 
times it could not for a moment be tolerated.”’ 
This he avows; and how does he, or how do any 
parties here, get the right to violate the Constitu- 
tion they have sworn to support? Thatisa am 
tion which I should like to have answered. I 
should like to hear some one ingenious enough in 
his logic, profound reasoner enough, to affirm that 
it is consistentand just on his part, having sworn 
to support the Constitution of the United States, 
to indorse an act which he says is in violation of 
the Constitution of the United States, and which 
in ordinary Aimes would not be tolerated. The 
gentleman had better think whether this will be 
long tolerated under any circumstances. It may 
be found that the country does agree with him in 
the proposition that it could not be borne long at 
any other time. It may be found also that the 
country also agrees that this wrong and outrage, 
this violation of the Constitution and laws, will 
not be tolerated at this time. It would perhaps 
be wise even for the Senator from Ohio to inquire. 

I have shown, Mr. President, the peculiar feat- 
ures that characterize an inquisition. First, se- 
crecy; second, a most intolerant spirit; third, 
absolute, despotic, tyrannical power, subject to no 
law; fourth, a disregard of every just rule of in- 
quiry and every law of evidence, Now, as to the 
rule of inquiry and the law ofevidence, which was 
the subject | happened to be presenting when I 
was last on the floor, the gentleman said: 

“Our Administration is assailed because, not having the 
technical evidence in their possession to bring a man to 
trial and judgment of death, they do not let him go at large 
to plot against the life of the Government.” 

Not having technical evidence; then, what kind 
of evidence would they have? Technical evidence 
is the mere skeleton of evidence, as unfit for life 
as a skeleton without his clothes. Technical evi- 
dence possesses no value without some additional 
or corresponding facts establishes a correspond- 
ing animus. Technical testimony as bare tech- 
nical testimony would not justify any man in 
ordering an inquiry, much less commitment or a 
judgment. The term technical—the skeleton term 
—is one that all men understand to be the mere 
pretense or shadow of a thing,‘ and if this be 
wanted, what then? The Government may seize, 
may judge, may execute judgment, without even 
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techinical evidence. Do Senators admit that this 
may be so? God forefend. I will not reason about 
this matter, for no argument on the subject could 
furnish food for boys. 

And these are notions presented by the friends 
of human freedom; men who boast we are a free 
people. Sir, such law is no law, it is the denial 
of all law; and when law ceases, I am either free 
or slave, as My power Is. I will attempt to main- 
tain my freedom against all the efforts of tyrants. 
Again, thé Senator says: 


“The Administration have attempted to put that down ; 


they have not succeeded ; and yet the Senatorstands there | 


and says you should not arrest a scoundrel when you know 
his heart is with the enemy.” 


And who gave the Senator to know men’s 
hearts, or who gave it to hiscommittee? I thought 
that belonged to the Great Ruler who knows al! 
hearts. Weonly, by inference from acts, have an 
opinion as to what a man’s heart is and where it 
stands, and then it is often a lame and impotent 
opinion, Here the Senator knows that a man’s 


heart is with the enemy without the facts, as he | 


admits, on which to base the conclusion; without 
even technical evidence; he knows that this man’s 
** heart is with the enemy, but who meanly skulks 
from overt actsintheirfavor.’’ There are, then, 
no overt acts. Let us inquire, if no overt acts, then 
what acts? Here is an admission that there have 
been no overtacts. Then there are skulking acts, 
and what are skulking acts? Acts done, if they 
are done, and any man knows of their having 
been done, are overt acts. Skulking acts are, | 
suppose, not overt acts. | suppose my are acts 
of which nobody knows nothing; and in those 


cases where nobody knows nothing it is perfectly | 


legitimate for an agent to play the absolute. So 


| vice in the field; they are rendering service. The 


far as the term is personally applied, I think skulk- || 


ing will be the last of offenses that will be charged 
against General Stone. He wants now to meet 
his accusers face to face; he has asked that he may 
be permitted to meet them face to face. He has 
never, [ learned, even from the first, placed him- 
self ina position wherein or whereabout his friends 
or enemies have the right to use so low a term as 
the word skulk in connection with him, and I now 
beg his pardon in repeating it. General Stone has 
sought for, he has even begged for inquiry. The 
Senator said that my argument was, that in such 
a case ** you should notimprison him, you should 
not restrain him; but you must let it all go, and 
permit the enemy to be perfectly cognizant of 
every expedition and of every move you make.”’ 

The Senator proceeds upon the knowledge of 
men’s hearts. Whatis more clearly inquisitorial ? 
W hat stronger term could Torquemada have used 
when, in the dungeons of the inquisition, he said 
to his victim, ** I know your heart, and your heart 
is with the heretic; therefore I condemn you to the 
torture and to the stake ?’’ 


Mr. President, | must say that I do believe that || 
of all that is recorded as having been said by the | 
gentleman from Ohio, perhaps most of what he | 


did say was said by him without consideration, 
that he did not think and did not intend to say 
these things; but in the heat of controversy con- 
sidering himself assailed by me, he lost the con- 
trol of his judgment, and gave expression to opin- 
ions that were not either in or about his heart. 
I was presented, however, in the course of his 


remarks as to a certain extent General Stone’s | 


advocate, as being his particular champion. I 
understood that when the gentleman said ** small 


iawyers may get upon these great questions of | 
statesmanship and pettifog as a man would to 


screen a felon before a justice of the peace, and 
place his arguments on those narrow principles 


of constitutional law,’ it was intended to include | 


myself. I have no dispute with the gentleman in 
regard to the justice of the measure he applied to 
me. If it pleases him from his sense’ of truth or 
from any disposition to make a comparison be- 
tween himself and myself, to thus characterize 
me, it does not offend me in the least. I think I 
shall be able to bear any such opinion on his part, 


without being disturbed in my self-respect. But, | 
sir, it is not the fact that I stand here as the rep- | 


resentative of General Stone. I regard myself 


here as the representative of a great and universal | 


cause. Truth, coger be se right are uni- 
versal, and he who with unlawful power tramples 
upon the meanest human being developes the 


tyrant as well as he who sacrifices the victim. Itis | 


not in the name of General Stone that I speak. I 


| who said ** this war is to be carried 6n regardless 


made upon him as it was upon Stone; but it hap- | 





speak in favor of humanity, justice, and law, uni- || 


versal Jaw, wherever law obtains; from that law 
which coftrols «he moving spheres to the law 
under which we lives the Constitution and the en- 
actments which our fathers framed—in their name 
I speak in this Senate Hall; and I say in their name 
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the war, and now permit me to ask where has the 
country heard, where have men connected and jp. 


| terested in and with our Army movements } ard 


| of any grave complaints of the medical cor 


that tyranny will not and cannot be permitted to || 


be the rule of our land. 
But, Mr. President, when you strike down a 
general who has the confidence of a great body of 


the Army, you affect the whole country. Have |; 


you heard from the press throughout the country 
already on this question? That press speaks but 
one voice. You have heard it even from the pul- 
pit, as | have had occasion to advise the Senate. 
We hear it from all quarters of the land; we hear 
it from the Army itself. But this is not one iso- 
lated instance. This mode of exercising power | 
in the same quarter has been pursued in many | 
other instances, and let me state what [ am afraid 

is the reason for it, and if it be so, it is most mis- | 
chievous, The Army of the United States, that | 
part of it which has been in service, consists of | 
officers who left their homes in boyhood in Maine, 

in Vermont, in New York, in the West, to attend 

the military school, and as soon as they were ed- | 
ucated they were sent to all parts of the country 
und traveled over all portions of the Union. Ren- 
dering this service, they learned to think that 
they had nothing to do with the party controver- | 
sies which were waged between the North and 
the South throughout our land; few of them took 
any partin our political controversies; they hardly 
even read about them; but they regarded them- 
selves as only bound to fight for the Constitution 
and the Union. They have been called into ser- 


not only hold the offices that they formerly held 
in the service, but for various considerations they | 
have been placed at the head of our first com- | 
mands. Entertaining and practicing the opinion | 
that they had nothing to do with manufactures in 
New England, the grain-growing interest of the 
West, or the cotton or the negroes of the South, 
they were at home in all places throughout the 
Union, and because catholic in the sense of respect 
for all parts of the Union, and equally willing to 
maintain every part of the Union under the Con- 
stitution and the laws. The question with them 
has been not what the Constitution and laws 
should be, but what the Constitution and laws are. | 

These gentlemen, thus universal in their feel- 
ings, and fighting for the Constitution as they | 
supposed, were not willing to prostitute them- 
selves to any faction that ignored the Constitution; 
and thus they became obnoxious to those men 


99 


of the Constitution;’’? and thus there has been 
made a systematic war upon the regular service 
of the Army, an organized systematic war of | 
which we have heard, which we have felt every- | 
where since the commencement of this struggle, | 
and which has threatened us with great disaster. | 
Has there not been a continuous war made upon 





| that man who now, in high rank and office, stands | 


at the head of our armies? Has there not been a 
yersistent war made upon him for a long time? 
Have we not heard of applications having been | 
made by private citizens to have him withdrawn 
from his high command? Have we not heard | 
that he has been annoyed even since he has been 
with his forces before Yorktown? War has been 


pened fortunately for the country, fortunately for 
us all, that he built hig eyrie too high among the 
rocks for the bats and owls to reach him. He has 
winged himself too strongly and too swiftly to the | 
azure sky for such birds to pursue him. Fortu- 
nate, indeed, is it for the country, that, from his | 
high position and an already well-won fame, h | 
| 
i 





could not be successfully assailed. 

But, sir, there is another instance, one not so 
high in place, not so inaccessible to power, which, 
if | have heard the story aright, is an equal in- | 
stance of outrage and injustice. Why is it that | 
the chief of the medical staff of the Army without | 
inquiry, without trial, without an proceedihgs | 
known to the administration of military affairs, 
was suddenly visited in his office and furnished 
with an order: * Surgeon General Finley will re- 
port himself at Boston and await orders.”” He 
was an officer who had organized the medical corps 
of the Army. He entered upon the office of Sur- 
geon General in May last, at the commencement of 


ps of 
the Army? Has there been any want of organizo. 
tion in the medical staff’ of the Army? From q 


small organization of thirteen thousand troops we 


| have swelled up to seven hundred thousand; and 
| L undertake to say we have had a better medica| 





organization than the English or the French haq 
in the Crimea, one of the best medical organiza. 
tions known to history. The Surgeon Genera| 
received a notification to report himself at Boston, 
He is not imprisoned at Fort Warren; he isquite 
an old man; he has served the Government fo, 
forty-five years, and has been acknowledged anq 


| accepted as a good and faithful servant. He is an 


old man; he is not placed in Fort Warren, but hye 
is banished to Boston to await orders. He hs 
been there now, I think, some three weeks, and 
another person put in his place as Surgeon Gen- 
eral. Why should he be removed when he has 
accomplished all the labor of organization? Is jt 
because the medical corps is now completely or- 
ganized? Is it because he is a man who has gone 
through that labor and work, and who has done 
it well, and in whose case the country has not 
complained? There is g story about it, and I be. 
lieve I am authorized *, mention it, and | wil] 
mention it for the purpose of showing the animus, 
not political but personal, that governs the gep- 
tleman who sits at the head of the War Depart. 
ment. 

A gentieman, a warm friend, and professedly a 
great admirer of the Secretary of War, writes to 
him from Pittsburgh, charging a gentleman of po- 
sition in Philadelphia, inthe Government employ, 
(Doctor Neill,) with having been guilty of mal- 
practice and stealing. Secretary Stanton, in the 
regular course of business, sends the communica- 
tion to the office of Surgeon General Finley, and 
it is presented to him officially. He directs one 
of his subordinates to make a copy of it, and send 
it to Dr. Neill, in Philadelphia, and ask him what 
he had to say to the accusation made against him. 
This gentleman, being indignant at the accusation 
of his having been guilty of malpractice and being 
a thief, first sends affidavits and all the proof he 
can to the medical department in reference to the 
charge,and then brings his action for libel against 
the accuser. The accuser’s letter, or a copy ofit, 
is then produced, and he sends here and asks the 
Secretary of War how this letter that he wrote to 
him in all confidence has been published, the re- 
sultof which has been that he has been sued upon 
it. Mr. Stanton, not finding any fault with the 
writer of the letter, calls upon the Surgeon Gen- 
eral, and says: ** Dr. Finley, you furnished acopy 
of that letter upon a particular subject,’’ naming 
it, **to Dr. Neill, of Philadelphia; you have been 
disclosing the confidential secrets of the office.” 
** No,”’ says Doctor Finley, “if any one practice 
is universal in the Army, and I think a good prac- 
tice, it is that whenever a person in its employ is 
assailed, the charges against him should be im- 
mediately preferred.’’ That is the rule, and the 
violation of itis what we are now complaining of. 
Mr. Stanton told him, * Sir, you had no business 
to send that letter, under the circumstances, to 
this gentleman,”’ and he commenced reprimand- 
ing him for it. * I am perfectly willing, Mr. Sec- 
retary,’’ said he, ‘* to be reprimanded after trial 
and judgment by court-martial, but I would pre- 
fer waiting until l shall have been adjudged wortliy 
ofreprimand.” ‘* Then,’’ said Mr. Stanton, “ as 
for your courts-martial, I have a prompter way of 
doing business of that kind myself; sir, I can strike 
you from the roll.” Surgeon General Finley re- 

lied in substance, ‘‘ Sir, [ was not prepared either 
or your assault upon me or any such threat of 
authority; I beg to withdraw.” 

The bare act of authority, superseding an offi- 
cer of forty-five years’ service, without any as- 
signed cause, a man who was the head, and the 
popular head, of the medical corps of the Army, 
was out of any course or law of authority, and 
struck the medical corps of the Army and thou- 
sands of others with surprise, and upon the heels 
of surprise comes inquiry. This arrest, for it is@ 
military arrest, of Surgeon General Finley, has 


opened other and further inquiries which I will not 
undertake to conduct or dnswer. For the present 
I will content myself with saying it is a blow 
struck at the heart of the service, and by way of 
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illustrating or stating my own conviction, I will 
quote a brief extract from the letter of a/gentle- 
man well known to the service, who happened to 

meet Dr. Finley on his way into exile. He said: 

«| have never seen him so depressed. It would seem 
from cireumstances as detailed by him to have been cruel 
treatment. Is it not sad to think of our friend Dr. F., 
winding up his career of forty-three years’ military life in 
the way he will likely do 2? 

And how do these things strike not only the 
heart of such a man, but the heart of the country? 
No cause is assigned; he is not informed if there 
is anything against him. This is the exercise of 
the one man power without regard to law. There 
is another feature in this which made it to his 
friends atleastseem hard. He is ordered to Bos- 
ton; he isan old gentleman, with family and chil- 
dren at Philadelphia, himself a native of Ohio, I 
pelieve. If he had to be retired, there might at 
least have been extended to him the courtesy that 
was given to General Hull, after he was found 
guilty and condemned to be shot, namely, to send 
him to his own home to remain there until further 
orders from the Department. 

Now, Mr. President, in regard to all these things, 
permit me to say again that I am not General 
Stone’s advocate; I am not General McClellan’s 
advocate; I am not Surgeon General Finley’s ad- 
yocate; lam no man’s adyocate. IfGeneral Stone, 
of whom I have particularly spoken, is guilty of 
any crime, let him be tried, condemned, and pun- 
ished. Ifhe has been guilty of any crime worthy 
of imprisonment, let him be found guilty, let judg- 
ment be pronounced, and let him be placed in one 
of your deepest dungeons, if you please. If upon 
trial and judgment he shall be found to have for- 
feited his right to life, give him the volley or the 
gallows. e demands simply that it shall be 
ascertained whether he has forfeited his right to 
honor, liberty, or life. He cannot learn whereof 
he is accused; he cannot learn whether he is 
charged with treason or misdemeanor. His fam- 
ily cannot learn it. What he wants is to be tried, 
and he does not fear the chances of the controversy. 
It has been his wish always to expose every act 
of his in this connection to full inspection in open 
day. 

Sir, this man in authority at the head of the 
War Department, who has exercised such strange 
and extraordinary power, may think that in doing 
all this he will acquire fame and renown, and that 
he will endear himself to the heart of the country. 
He may think that he is making a very pucesaata 
war upon such men as General Stone. He “ey 
think that he may make successful war upon such 
men as General McClellan. It might be well for 
him to remember, or for some of his friends to 
suggest to him, the point of an ancient fable: 
** The men who once did sell the lion’s skin while 
the beast lived, were killed in hunting him.”’ 

In this country, which is called free, these are 
strange things—strange things to be done in the 
name of constitutional liberty. I warn gentlemen, 
if there are any here who are approvers of these 
proceedings, that the country, the great body of 
our people from Maine to Kansas and from Kan- 
sas to Oregon, will not merely regard these as 
strange things, but will regard them as acts of 
intolerable tyranny. Noman, no set of men, will 
long be permitted to hold or exercise such power 
in this Republic. This is not such a kind of tyr- 
anny or dictatorship as this people can submit to. 
This is not the kind of authority exercised by that 
Miltiades sent by the Delphian god to lead the 
people of the Chersonese. This 1s not the kind 
of tyranny exercised by Aulus the Dictator, the 
man of seventy fights; or by Cincinnatus, brought 
by the Roman Senate from the plow. This is not 
just power.by appointment, ‘ with the consent of 
the Senate,’ nor of the people of the United States. 
This is arbitrary, tyrannous power. 

Mr. President, lam not wont to be fault-finding, 
and I wish to be understood as not now engaged 
In any partisan controvesy. I am endeavoring to 
make war on wrong and outrage. I am strugeling 
to maintain constitutional liberty. I am endeav- 
oring to reach the presumptuous arrogance of a 
man high in place, whose course, if permitted and 
continued, will bring down upon our present Gov- 
ernment confusion, disaster, and utter anarchy. 

Sir, who is the Secretary of War? It is said 
he is an eminent lawyer. This may be so, but I 
must ask permission for a doubt, it being my 
opinion that no lawyer can justly claim the term 
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eminent without being true, just, and generous—a || Serator—if the papers report him aright, and I see 


complete man. 
ho is this Secretary of War? Has the coun- 


as the recipient of large professional bounties at 


the hands of the last Administration, the Admin- | 


istration of Mr. Buchanan, a good and loyal friend 


Breckinridge in 1860. His grace is, that shortly 
after November last he became a warm and at- 


tached friend of the Union. There is an old saw | 


about “ rats’’ that might fit his case. He comes 
in a warm friend of the present Administration 


the present Administration. He is an energetic, 


active, efficient man, if you please. He acquires | 
a place of power. Now, I say he is no Democrat | 


if I know what a Democrat 1s; he is no Repub- 


belongs to the party in power. 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I did not intend 
to consume much more time upon this resolution 
than I have already done. I certainly should not 
have felt it my duty to detain the Senate much 
longer on the subject had it not been for the elab- 
orate speech that the gentleman from California 
has just made. After sleeping upon it for a long 
time he has, with very great labor, prepared a de- 


liberate assault, not only on the committee of | 


which J am the chifirman, but upon the adminis- 
tration of the Government, the President, and the 
Secretary of War. That invests the subject with 
some degree of importance, and, perhaps, may 
require that something be said in reply. 

On Wednesday last the Senator commenced his 
remarks by reading from some stump speeches that 
he had made on the other side of the continent 
some year and a half ago; and he undertook to 
exculpate himself from what he supposed was a 
charge of treason made upon him by myself. 1 
made no such charge. I had given him my views 
of the propriety of this kind of defense for trai- 
tors that I frequently see made in this body; but 
I had not said one word about his being a traitor 
or a sympathizer with traitors. Sir, we read that 
sometimes ‘*the wicked flee when no man pur- 
sueth,’’ and may it not be that sometimes gentle- 
men mistake the whisperings of an uneasy con- 
science for an open accusation? I have said 


nothing that should put the gentleman upon so || 


elaborate a defense as he has seen fit to make for 
himself. I have read those extracts from speeches 


he had made on the stump in California, in which | 


he very violently assailed an old member of his 
own party, who had been affiliated with him for 
many years. I believe he accused him of treason; 
and I believe he was fight. I wish he had con- 
tinued in the course he then pursued, of assailing 
traitors wherever he found them. I wish he had 
been as willing to assail them after they had taken 


up arms and sought the life of this Republic, as | 


he was to assail a solitary individual, on the Pa- 
cific coast, when he apprehended that he was 
guilty of treason. Why has he departed from the 
rule he laid down for himself? 

Sir, I have been in the Senate for some consid- 
erable time, and I should have been an exceed- 
ingly dull man if [ had not learned the course of 
defense that is constantly set up here for those 
who have assailed the institutions of our country. 


There is an unvarying course of remark that they | 


indulge in, so that no man need be mistaken as 
to what they intend. Those who assail the Ad- 
ministration on account of what they call tyranny 
to men sympathizing with traitors never, to my 
knowledge, open their mouths on this floor in con- 
demnation of the men who have risen in arms and 
are endeavoring to murder your Constitution and 


your Government. Towards them they are as || 


mild as sucking doves. You will find one gen- 
eral ear-mark among them all, and that is to assail 
those who are opposed to traitors and endeavor to 
bring them to condign punishment; but you will 
never hear a lisp from one of their mouths in op- 
position to the men who are now with arms in 
their hands assailing our institutions and our Gov- 
ernment, While the Senator, in his long and elab- 
orate speech, has accused everybody else, have 
you heard a word from his mouth against the men 
who are now in arms endeavoring to overthrow 
your Government? Not one syllable. Sir, you 
may know all these men from this circumstance: 
they are the men who cry peace, peace, when they 
know there can be no honorable peace. Since the 


no contradiction of it—descended from his hon- 


L || orable position on this floor and went into secret 
try knownhim? Ifso,when? It has known him | 


| conclave with those who sympathize with traitors 
for the avowed purpose of reconstructing the Dem- 
ocratic party, he and all those who coéperate with 


t |, him throughout the land have violently assailed the 
of that party who fought under the banner of || 


administration of the Government, and especially 
| are they opposed to the proceedings of the Sec- 
retary of War. There is a premeditated attack 
of the whole party upon the Administration, In 
the first place, they assail them as tyrants, as op- 


\ || pemeeere, as Constitution-breakers; and external- 
after it has won success. He offers his advice to | 


| ly, out of this circle, they are arraigning those who 
| have acted in the Administration before your ju- 
| dicial tribunals. Witness the late attack upon our 
| late Secretary of War, General Cameron. It is 


|, but the commencement of proceedings well under- 
lican, if f know what a Republican is. Sir, he || 


stood by that party in order to assail and to in- 
timidate the agents of the Government through 
the judiciary, to overawe them, to prevent them 
doing their stern duty to traitors; believing, I sup- 
pose, that they who can make Dred Scott deci- 
sions will be willing to lend their official influence 
for the purpose of trampling under foot those who 
stand boldly forth to defend the Constitution and 
the laws. 

The committee of which I happen to be a mem- 
ber is in the same category, and we are to be as- 





_ sailed on all occasions. hy? I am proud that 
| we are assailed from that quarter. It shows that 
our shots sometimes tell. Who are they who rise 
up and assail the committee on the conduct of the 
war? Are they men who are eager to trample this 
rebellion under foot? Are they the men who have 
shown a disposition and a zeal to put down rebel- 
lion? No,sir. Iam happy that we are assailed 
in such excellent company as that of the President 
and Secretary of War. I care not who they are 
| nor where they are, whoever shows a zeal for 
putting down this rebellion will find that he is in 
the category to be assailed by this new organiza- 
tion to reconstruct the Government. 

Now, let me ask Who are these gentlemen that 
are to reconstruct the Democratic party and the 
Government? What kind ofan alliance is to be 
| formed and with whom, in this reconstruction? 1! 
am sorry | do not see the Senator from California 
here, because I know, from the position he holds 
towards those who make these assaults, he would 
be able to give us light on the subject. 1 accuse 
them of a deliberate purpose to assail, through 
the judicial tribunals and through the Senate and 
|| the House of Representatives of the United States 

and everywhere else, and to overawe, intimidate, 
' and trample under foot, if they can, the men who 
boldly stand forth in defense of their country, now 
! 


| imperiled by this gigantic rebellion. have 
| watched it long. I have seen itin secret. I have 
|| seen its movements ever since that party get to- 

gether, with acolleague of mine in the other House 
as chairman of the committee on resolutions—a 
| man who never had any sympathy with this Re- 
| public, but whose every breath is devoted to its 
| destruction, just as far as his heart dare permit 
| him to go. 

What have the committee, who have been thus 
assailed, done, that should call down upon them 
the anathemas of the Senator from California, or 
' should compare them, as well as the President 
and Secretary of War, to grand inquisitors, sitting 
|| behind the backs of men to get up accusations by 
|| which they are to be tortured and destroyed at the 

stake? Sir, 1 grant you we have a zeal, yea, a 
| determination, so far as it lies in our power, that 
this Government shall be maintained, that treason 
| shall be put down at all hazards and by any 
| means that God Almighty has put in our hands. 
{Manifestations of applause in the galleries.] No 
accusation of tyranny, no comparing us with in- 
quisitorial tribunals, no mawkish sensibility in 
behalf of traitors, will have the effect to deter us 
from our resolute determination to put treason 
under our feet and bring back the Government to 
its old glorious bearings. Notwithstanding all the 
whining in this body or outside of it, in your 
courts or anywhere else, this will be done. 

Sir, we have heard all these arguments before. 
We learned this tune a year ago from those who 
are now in the so-called confederate States. They 
were always crying out about violations of the 
| Constitution, and ever ready to invoke it in aid 

of treason. ‘That was the course of remark from 
|| the lips of every one who deserted his post and 
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went out anopen enemy to your Constitution and | light upon anybody’s head, we were not to direct || chanan-Breckinridge Democrat south of Mason 


your laws. Sir,l remember well when Mr. Breck- 
inridge stood on the other side of the Chamber, 
day after day, making this same kind of speeches, 
accusing us of being violators of the Constitution 
of the United States; and inasmuch as we plainly 
had the right to coerce traitors, to put down trea- 


son by force of arms, he stood there to deprecate || 
it, and to invoke the Constitution as a barrier | 


againstloyalmen. The argument we have heard 
to-day is buta repetition of those we heard a year 
ago. I could bring the arguments made then on 
this floor by traitors who are now in open rebel- 


lion; and they would make no discord with the || 


speech we have just heard. 
But, I ask again, what has this committee done 
to be complained of in the matter of General Stone, 


who lies at the bottom of this resolution and of all | 


the Senator’s remarks? Sir, early in this session 
it pleased both Houses of Congress to raise a com- 


mittee empowered and directed to inquire into the || 


conduct of this war. I sought no position upon 


that committee; I had nothing to do with getting | 


itup; but when it was raised, being placed at its 
head, I castabout, as did the rest of the committee, 
to ascertain how we could make ourselves most 
useful to the Government in the exercise of the 
vast powers which it had been the pleasure of Con- 
gress toconfer upon us. We instituted a pretty 
broad inquiry into public affairs, and especially 


into the manner in which this war had been con- | 


ducted, and among other things we were specially 
directed by name to look into that great, terrible 
blunder and catastrophe, the affair of Ball’s Bluff. 
If in that investigation which you commanded us 
to make, it turned out that there was an appear- 
ance of disloyalty in the commander-in-chief, was 


it not legitimate for us to inquire into it?) The | 


Senator seems to think not. He considers that 
we were traveling greatly out of our way when we 
took evidence tending to criminate General Stone, 
at the head ofa division of your Army on the very 
frontiers next to the enemyythat we had no right 
to look intoit. Yoursoldiers had been slaughtered 
by hundreds, like cattle taken to the shambles, 
apparently under circumstances deeply impeach- 
ing somebody that had the command. I do not 
rise with any purpose to argue that matter, as | 
told you nee bm not because I could not make 
out my case as I believe, but because you are not 
the triers, nor am I the Attorney General to pros- 
ecute the case before you; but it is my purpose to 
state enough of that proceeding, not to justify, 
but to make the action of that committee triumph- 
ant before this nation. I repeat again what I said 
the other day, that if there ever was a committee 
that proceeded with discretion, with moderation, 
with a care and forbearance that no man should 
be injured, it is the committee of whom I am chair- 
man, and of whose action lam proud. We are 
an inquisition forsooth! The gentleman assailed 
the committee long before he knew anything of its 
action, He accused us of proceeding ex parte, get- 
ting a kind of illegitimate testimony, going for- 
ward with that and presenting it to the Adminis- 
tration to the detriment of innocent men. I will 
ask the Secretary to read this synopsis of our pro- 
ceedings to justify the committee from all the im- 
putations the Senator has made. 

The Secretary read, as follows: 

January 29, 1862, the committee informed the Secretary 
of War that they had been informed by General McClellan 
that General Stone was in this city, and that he (General 
McClellan) was of the opinion that General Stone should 
appear before the committee in regard to the matters laid 
to his charge, and the committee informed the Secretary of 


War that they were willing to hear General Stone at any 
thine. 


On January 31, 1862, General Stone appeared before the 
comimittee the second time, was informed of the nature of 
the evidence bearing against him, and was allowed to pro- 
ceed and make his own explanation in his own way. 

The committee then nted a sub-committee to wait 
upon the Secretary of War, and inform him that there was 
a conflict of testimony in relation to General Stone, and to 
communicate to him what that testimony was. 

Mr. WADE. That, sir, is the inquisitorial 
course we have taken with General Stone. Ashe 
was likely to be implicated in the Ball’s Bluff af- 
fair, he was one of the early witnesses that we 
called in. We were not inquiring into the con- 
duct of any individual. That was not what we 
were placed there, as we believed, todo. It was 
not our construction of the powers that were 
granted to us. We were to inquire into the facts 
connected with the conduct of the war, and if there 


were short-comings or delinquencies that might 


4 construction of what he said. 


| it; we sought no evidence to impeach any man, 

and if the evidence seemed to impinge on the credi- 

bility, the loyalty, or the character of any man, 

we sought that man, and laid before him the 
/ course of the evidence, and the matters wherein he 
was inculpated. We did the same to General 
Stone. We summoned him before us to give an 
account of that affair at Ball’s Bluff, to give us 
all the information he could on the subject, and 
after that, as you see from our records, the much 
applauded chief of your Army, whom the Senator 
| believes to be immaculate and above the suspicion 
of anybody, was the very man that knocked at 
| our doors to inform us that, in his judgment, it 
was our duty to summon General Stone again be- 
fore us, and we accommodated him. V/Ze did not 
want any more testimony than we had got, butif 
General Stone had any new light to throw on the 
subject, we, as an impartial committee, were not 
only willing, but anxious that he should appear 
before us. He did appear before us. I will pet 
say that in his amended testimony he made the 
case infinitely worse than it was before. I will 
not go into that, for I do not want to inculpate 
him unless he is guilty. Sir, we have done Gen- 


he is an innocent man, his own testimony stands 
forth as his justification. 1f we have informed the 
President, the Secretary of War, and the Cabinet 
of the testimony that seemed to impeach him, we 
also showed his own exculpation at the same 
time, and then, at the instance of this immaculate 
commander of ours, we received General Stone 
again, and went through the whole thing. 
Where is the accuser of that committee? [hope 
he has not skadaddled after making his speech, 
We are an inquisition,are we? We are to be im- 
! poconee by the Senator from California. Why? 
| 


f in the course of our investigations we ascer- 
| 
| 





tained that there was a traitor in the camp, and 
were not to make it known, in God’s name what 
business had we in the committee; what business 
had we in the Senate; what business had we in 
the United States, even as private citizens? The 
gentleman said on Wednesday last that it was the 
deepest, the most disgraceful thing he ever had 
heard of. He seemed to regret that it had been 
his fortune to get intoa place where he had to as- 
|| sociate with men so depraved; for that is a fair 
Sir, I imagine he 
worked hard to get here; and I do not think he is 
polluted by the contactatall. I consider it to be 
a part of my senatorial duty here, if I happen to 
know that a man holding a high office is disloyal, 
where his disloyalty might prejudice the public, 
to make it known without being on any commit- 
tee especially detailed for that purpose. And yet 
the Senator thinks it is deeply disgraceful to do 
‘| so! That is his idea of toleration towards trai- 
tors whom he never assails, or speaks a word in 
disparagement of. 

Now, sir,as I said before, I have listened to this 
kind of defense of traitors long enough. What 
has the Administration done that this gentleman 
should rise here in the Senate and brand them as 
tyrants and despots and inquisitors, and tell us he 
is going to run a parallel between the President 
and Secretary of War and the old inquisition? 
Why, sir, only think of the perfect burlesque! 
The President of the United States, who neither 
by word or deed or thought would harm a hair of 
any man’s head, who, of all men I know, is the 
most feluctant to offend anybody, but who as a 
patriot, is anxious to vindicate the Constitution 
of the United States and the Government he has 
sworn to support, and he does it with a toleration 
and a mildness towards these traitors that has met 
with the censure of many good men, who think he 
does not go far enough—this mild, equitable, just 
man is to be branded here as by a Knight of the 
Golden Circle with being a grand inquisitor, armed 
with tyranny, whose purpose it is to destroy the 
rights and property and the lives of men! Sir, 
the thing is absolutely ridiculous, and would not 
become any Senator on this floor, unless he was 
compelled to do so by’ joining this new-fangled 
organization, whose purpose it is, we are told, to 
reconstruct the Democratic party. I believe I 
asked the gentleman what kind of reconstruction 
it was to be. The old Breckinridge-Buchanan 
party south of Mason and Dixon’s line are, to a 
man, traitors. There are noexceptions. I defy 
any man to rise in his place and tell me what Bu- 





| eral Stone no more hurt than any other man. If || 








E to death. 


| stitution of the United States, condemne 


and Dixon’s line is not an open and avowed traje 


tor, committing overt acts, and, under the Gen. 
| L d to death, 
Their northern sympathizers are but little be 


a tter: 
indeed they are worse—worse because they are 
not so bold. There is something in a bold, cour. 


_ageous man, even in a bad cause, that seems to 


give him a little right to toleration; but your mis. 
erable sneaking hypocrite that sympathizes with 
him, and yet has not the courage to commit the 
crime, can expect nothing but to be despised by 
honorable men. Now, these men are going to re. 
constructa party. My God, what a party it wij} 
be! Just think of it: the southern Buchanan traj. 
tors reconstructing with the Breckinridge traitors 
ofthe North! They will be harmonious just as far 
as their courage will permit them to go together, 
They will not differ on anything else but as to the 
length to which they can carry their proceedings, 

But, sir, there was salt in the old Democratic 
party. They do not talk of reconstructing with 
the followegs of Stephen A. Douglas. Mr. Doug- 
las was once a strong partisan of the Democratic 
faith. He went along with them until he found 
they were bent upon treason and the destruction 
of the country in which they lived. The moment 
Mr. Douglas ascertained that this was their fell, 
deliberate purpose, he calme out from among them 
like an honest man, and became separate, and his 
honorable followers came along also, and they are 
coéperating most cordially to-day with the Re- 
publican party everywhere. The Senator seeks 
no reconstruction with the Douglas party, for how 
could they join in any reconstruction? They 
would look well coalescing again with the wretches 
who have persecuted their great and venerated 
How could his disciples form a 
coalition with those who crucified him; with those 
reconstructors under the lead of Mr. VaLuanpic- 
HAM, of the House of Representatives ? 

The Senator talks about things being done in 
the dark. I should like to know where this meet- 
ing was held for reconstructing and fixing the 
policy that was to govern the Democratic party 
in its renovated form. It was some dark purlieu, 
perhaps, of this Capitol; a fit place for the con- 
spirators who concocted the idea of rising in their 

laces and assaulting the Administration, accus- 
ing it of tyranny, and comparing it toan inquisi- 
tion. Every man of that stamp in the Senate has 
already risen and belched forth his anathemas 
against the Administration of the country, and 
especially against the Secretary of War, Mr. Stan- 
ton. 

What has he done? The Senator says that he 
was in the administration of Mr. Buchanan. That 
is true. When Mr. Buchanan’s administration 
became so corrupt with treachery, when it became 
so well known that it could not live together any 
longer, when its rottenness had torn it to pieces 
and sunk it beneath contempt, it was a necessity 
that they should call an honest man into their ad- 
ministration; aman who went unwillingly, aman 
whose character has always been above reproach, 
a man who, though of Democratic predilections, 
had retired from politics; a man whose great mind 
and clearness of intellect had placed him at the 
very head of one of the most honorable profes- 
sions;a man who could command at his will what- 
ever price he asked. He did take it upon him- 
self, at the call of Mr. Buchanan, to take part in 
his administration. So far from acting with those 
corrupt traitors who had broken it down, I say 
here in my place, and I speak what is known to 
ane Senators, if this nation was saved from ut- 
ter shipwreck by treachery, Mr. Stanton, in that 
administration of Mr. Buchanan, did more to up- 
hold it than any other. Sir, he saved it from utter 
shipwreck; he saved your Constitution from rev- 
olution and ruin. Is he to be assailed here? Sir, 
he never sought any office. His pure life, his 
great knowledge of affairs, and his ability had 
commended him in these perilous times as the best 
man the President could find to heal the wounds 
of this Republic and guide the ship of state through 
the terrible storm which is now upon it. He is 
an inquisitor! Why? 

Mr. President, that man is not quite honest 
who thus s constitutional questions in this 
Senate, and invokes the Constitution in behalf of 
the rights of every man precisely as he would in 
times of peace where there were isolated cases of 
delinquency, and where it was safe to bring 4 
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man to trial. The man who says it, and would 
have you proceed with these traitors precisely as 
vou would in time of peace is endeavoring to de- | 
ceive the public, Can you prosecute a traitor 
south of Mason and Dixon’s line? As the old |) 
saving is, you might as well try the devil in hell, 
and summon as jurors his chief angels. It is im- | 
practicable; it cannot be done. Why then stand | 
up here contending that men should be tried by 
all the constitutional guarantees that are thrown 
around them in peaceful times? I repeat what I 
said when | was up the other day, as no jurist 
has yet undertaken to define the limits to which 
a man might go in the honest defense of his life 
when assailed, so no statesman would undertake 
to limit the powers that the Government might 
use to preserve Its life when assailed by traitors. 
I defy the gentleman to make an argument wor- 
thy of the name against that proposition, 

Do you think that we will stand by, yielding 
to your argument, while you fetter our legs, and 
bind our arms with the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States that you may stub it to death? Is that 
your idea of the Constitution, that it is made to 
tie the hands of honest men from its defense, 
while traitors may stab it to the heart? That is 
the nse you would make of the Constitution of 
the United States. Sir, I say again, I have no 
scruplesabout the Constitution of the United States 
as wielded against traitors in this time of violent 
revolution. You have seen that the ordinary 
course of the common law and of the Constitution 
cannot be followed. Shall the Constitution lie 
down and die? Must we give up all our glorious 
principles that were defended by it because traitors 
have assailed it in such a way that they have pre- 
vented its operation? Sir, folly like that would 
deserve the ignominious fate which would inev- 
itably follow so foolish a course. 

Mr. President, as | have said heretofore, it is 
a remarkable fact, that although thousands upon 
thousands of men have fallen victims to this re- 
bellion on the field of battle, and many thousands 
more have been mangled and wounded, inflicting 
misery, poverty, and death upon millions of peo- 
ple, we are yet told on this floor that we should 
be tender-footed, that we cannot tie the hands of 
a miserable traitor from giving information to the 
enemy, and thus aiding them to carry on this ac- 
cursed war. Is that the logic of the Senator? Sir, 
he will find but few adherents here; he will find 
less among the people, for they are entirely ahead 
of us in all that pertains to the vigorous prosecu- 
tion of this war and a vigorous dealing with trai- 
tors according to their crimes. Why, sir, in every 
hole and corner of this city, nay, in almostevery 
city of the United States, and in the country, too, 
you find these slippery, slimy, glib-tongued trai- 
tors who are ready on alloccasions to give inform- 
ation of all the movements of your Army and of 
every other important fact to the enemy, so that 
they have it earlier than we. You would not ex- 
pect thata man taken witharms in his hands, fight- 
ing against our armies, persecuting us to death, 
should go entirely without punishment; and yet 
he does the enemy infinitely less service than the 
man who, pretending to be a Union man, pretend- 
ing to be loyal, worms himself into the knowl- 
edge of the most important secrets of your Exec- 
utive, and then goes forth and gives it to your 
enemies, whereby thousands of your men ma 
die in vain upon the field of battle, and all brought 
about by this slippery, slimy traitor. There are 
men who would get up afterwards in this Senate, 
and, with tears in their eyes, plead the cause of 
just such a wretch as that who, with all the evi- 
dence of guilt upon him, was sent off for a little 
while to sojourn in one of our fortifications, and 
call it inquisitorial, tyrannical, devilish. 

Sir, the man that makes use of these arguments 
need not tell me he is loyal. I tell you the danger 
to our institutions is not so great from traitors in 
the field with arms in their hands as it is from the 
nimble-tongued, slippery hypocrites who go forth 
apologizing for them, branding every energetic 
measure of the Administration as tyrannical and 
wrong, and endeavoring to deceive the people and 
stir them up to hostility against this wise, this 

ust, this most moderate Administration. Ido not 

lieve the people are going to be deceived by it. 
I do not believe that your night meetings to recon- 
Struct the Democratic party, your resolutions of 
censure accusing them of tyranny here and intim- 
idation abroad—I do not believe all these things 
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and all your machinations will be able to deceive 
an awakened people who understand all your arts 
and are determined to back a wise Administration | 
in the course it shal] pursue. 

I noticed that the Senator from Kentucky, (Mr. 
Powe 1.,] in the spee@h he made here the other 
day, mourned over the degeneracy of this Senate. || 
He was horror-stricken or sorrow-stricken with | 
the comparison of the great men who were here | 
in former times and those who are now here. He || 
especially referred to Massachusetts. Well, sir, 
Massachusetts is my old mother, and I do not like 
to see her assailed without saying a word in her 
behalf. I tell him Massachusetts was never more 
adorned; there never was more patriotism, there 
never was more efficiency to extricate the country 
from the difficulty into which it is plunged, than 
there is from Massachusetts to-day. How is it || 
with old Kentucky? Did the Senator think of 
that in the remarks he made? His former col- 
league stood here a year ago preaching these same 
doctrines of conciliation and anti-coercion, invok- 
iny the Constitution in favor of traitors, taking his 
pay out of the Treasury, holding up his hand to 
God and swearing he would be loyal to the Consti- 
tution, and then sneaking off into the rebel army to 
stab your Constitution to death. That is the suc- 
cessor of old Harry Clay, of glorious memory! 
Is not that degeneracy ? The Senator himself con- 
fesses he has been suspected, at least. Should 
he, standing upon ground like that, have made 
this inquiry into the standing of present and past 
Senators? 

Mr. President, I have said, perhaps, all I ought 
to say, and more; but mark, this controversy was 
not provoked by me. The Senator from Califor- 
nia—with whom I have always lived here on the 
most intimate terms of friendship, or if not the 
most intimate, the most cordial—thought it proper 
to assail me, and the committee with which I act; 
to assail us violently, as inquisitors, as men that 
went about accusing and slandering and stabbing 
men in the dark. It is true that he revised the 
speech that caused my speaking at all, and, I be- 
lieve, struck out every single word that related to 
the committee of which I am a member. Sir, this 
is all wrong. I do not know but it is permitted 
in the course of remarks we make here that a man 
may revise, strike out, and put in whatever he 
pleases. I care nothing about that. If he — 
anything here that he is not willing to go to the 
country, I pity him or anybody else in that posi- 
tion. 

He has endeavored to implicate me in asserting 
that the Constitution and the great guarantees of 
liberty should not be invoked in behalf of men in 
judicial tribunals. Sir, I never alluded to any 
such thing. I know their value. My zeal is 
stimulated because I see them endangered by this 
gigantic rebellion. It is to preserve these great 

arriers of American liberty that I am zealous in 
the defense of my country, when _ are sought to 
be overthrown by these traitors with arms in their 
hands. But, sir,is it not marvelous that they who 
are so zealous of this Constitution, and of these 
time-honored guarantees, should not have a sin- 
gle word to say against those who are in open 
hostility to overthrow and destroy them al] ? 

Mr. Pesuibous, in conclusion I will say, I have 
no fears in this great controversy. I do not agree 
with many of my brethren whose hearts seem to 
fail them before the magnitude of the great issues 
in which we are embarked. I believe in the jus- 
tice of God, in his overruling providence, that he 
will nerve the arms of those who are contending 
for the right, and will make them victorious at 
last. I have no fears of it. When this great war 
is over, when rebellion shall be trampled under 
foot, when southern men shall see the error of 
their ways, and the interest they have in the great 
principles of our Constitution, which has minis- 
tered so to their prosperity, divested of passion, 
and the conceit that they have entertained so long 
whipped out of them, they will come back again, 
and glory in us who have saved them from them- 
selves; and reunited again upon a real basis of 
freedom and republicanism, this great nation will 
rise from this commotion like the phenix from its 
ashes; and whoever shall survive twenty years 
hence will see this the leading nation on God’s 
earth, existing without reproach, and conscious 
of her imposing power, she will be the pride, 
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Mr. POWELL. Itisnot my purpose, and I do 


| not now propose to enter into this controversy be- 


tween the Senator from California and the Sena- 
tor from Ohio; but the latter Senator mhkes spe- 
cial reference to me, and says distinctly that | 
assaulted Massachusetts in the speech I made the 
other day. The Senator is certainly mistaken. I 
made no assault on Massachusetts. I did reply 
to the speech of the Senator from Massachusetts 
that [ thought contained doctrines not true and 
subversive of the Constitution; but I certainly 
made no assault upon the State of Massachusetts. 
I commented upon the conduct of some of her 
public men. The Senator boasts that he is a son 
of Massachusetts. Thatis all right; the Senator 
ought to love his native State. Then he asks me 
what Kentucky is doing in this controversy. I 
am not going to enter into any vindication of Ken- 
tucky. [know that our people are divided in this 
unfortunate civil strife, that there are many of 
them in both armies; but I will tell the Senator 
what has never been done with Kentuckians: they 
have never been ordered to the rear in any battle 
in which they ever fought. They were in the late 
battle at Pittsburg Landing on both sides; but I 
have seen no account that Kentuckians in either 
army were ordered to the rear for want of cour- 
age, as the constituents ef some Senators were. 
The Senator dragged my name into this matter, 
and referred to me. It was not my purpose, and | 
do not now intend to go into this controversy; but 
he made a kind of taunt at Kentucky that | do not 
choose to submit to. 

Mr. WADE. I have not dragged the gentle- 
man into this matter. He chose to come in him- 
self. He undertook to run a tilt against Massa- 
chusetts, and made a comparison between her 

resentSenatorsand herformer ones,and I thought 
it but fair to challenge his State in that regard. I 
have nothing to say about the bravery of old Ken- 
tucky; but, sir, if you talk about that, our men 
did run there along with those from Kentucky. 
The very regiment of which you complain was 
about one half Kentuckians. 

Mr. POWELL. What regiment was it? No, 
sir, they were not Kentuckians. None of the 
children of that proud old Commonwealth ever 
fled in the face of battle, or were ever sent to the 
rear and their arms taken from them for want of 
courage. I think the Senator is totally mistaken 
when he says half of them were from Kentucky. 
Kentucky has no such sons; the Senator’s con- 
stituents cannot be palmed off as Kentuckians. 

Mr. WADE. I understand there were a few 
Kentuckians. But, sir, [ do not want to disparage 
old Kentucky. I know she is a brave old State. 
I know she came to our assistance during the iast 
war, and I have never forgotten it. I only wish 
that she had not degenerated. 

Mr. POWELL. Yes, sir, Kentuckians did 
come to your assistance, but we never boast of it. 
We do great and brave deeds without boasting 
about them, The Senator speaks of a comparison 
made by me in regard to the Senators from Mas- 
sachusetts. Why, sir, if | used one word of 
eulogy in the speech I made the other day, it was 
upon a distinguished citizen and Senator from 
Massachusetts, Mr. Webster. I did contrast him, 
and I did read his expoundings of the Constitu- 
tion, and place them in opposition to the views 
held by one of the Senators now upon the floor 
from Massachusetts. If I eulogized anybody in 
that speech, and placed any one man above 
another, it was Daniel Webster, a Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. WADE. I have conceded that Kentucky 
came to our assistance in the war of 1812. Why 
cannot that Senator be just as ingenuous as [| 
was, and give us the credit of defending Louisville 
when she was attacked by enemies a little while 


0? 

“hee. POWELL. If the gentleman will allow 
me, Louisville was never attacked by enemies. 

Mr. WADE. We prevented it from being at- 
tacked. 

Mr. POWELL. I know there was an army 
sent over there; but Kentucky has enough men 
to defend her. 

Mr. WADE. She had not then. 

Mr. POWELL. I have heard it boasted here 
that the soldiers from other States had come and 
helped many of the border States. It has beep 


the boast, and the hope of all the nations of the | prea thrown at theSenators from Virginia. 


earth. 


have not heard it before, as regards Kentucky; 
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but I can say to the Senator that Kentucky and |} 


Kentuckians are sufficiently able to take care of 
themscl ves. 

Mr. WADE. If she has got men enough, | 
which side are the y on? 

Mr. POWELL. I regret to say they are on | 
both sides; but they fight like brave sons of a | 
gallant State wherever they are. I regret that | 
they are divided ; but they are on both sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Anrnony | 
in the chair.) The question is on the amendment | 
to the resolution offered by the Senator from Mas- | 
sachusetts, [Mr. Witson.] 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I move that this whole | 
subject-matter be referred to the committee on 
the conduct of the war. 

Mr.SUMNER,. Mr. President—— 

Mr. POWELL. I do not think action ought 
to be taken on this subject in the absence of the 
Senator from California. I suggest tothe Senator | 
who made the motion to let it lie over till the Sen- | 
ator from California comes in. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Massachusetts has arisen to address the 
Chair. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Senator from Massa- 
chusetts has taken the floor to make some remarks 
on the question, 

Mr. POWELL. I beg the Senator’s pardon. 
Of course I do not wish to interfere with him. 

Mr.SUMNER. I have no defense to make of 
the committee on the conduct of the war, for that 
business I believe may be safely left to the chair- 
man of the committee. I have no opinion to ex- 
press on the case of General Stone, for | know 
nothing about it. But itseems to me clear that he 
ought to be confronted with his accusers at an 
early day, unless, indeed, there be some reason 
of an overbearing military character, which, in 
the presentcondition of the country—at a moment 
of war—would render such atrial improper. Of 
this I cannot pretend to judge; nor am I aware of 
any evidence on which the Senate can now act. 
Under these circumstances it seems to me not 
advisable to counsel the multitudinous inquiries 
which have been moved by the Senator from Cal- | 
ifornia, I concur entirely in the motion of the 
Senator from Wisconsin. The whole subject, 
after the discussion it has now received, is proper 
for one of our committees. This is all that I de- 
sire to say now on the general question. I hope 
i shall be pardoned if, in conclusion, I allude to 
myself. Sir, | have seen in various newspapers 
a most persistent attempt to accord to me and to 
my imagined influence the credit or the discredit 
of this arrest. This isa mistake. I have been 
from the beginning an absolute stranger to it. 
The arrest was originally made without any sug- 
gestion or hint from me, direct or indirect, and it 
has been continued without any such suggestion 
or hint from me. I knew nothing about it at the 
beginning,and know nothing aboutitnow. There 
is No intumute friend or family relative of the pris- 
oner who is more entirely free from all connection 
with it than myself, 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, The question 
now is on the motion to refer the resolution to the 
committee on the conduct of the war. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I did not think it neces- 
sary, Mr. President, to wait for the reply of the 
Senator from Ohio to the remarks I addressed to 
the Senate. If it had been the ordinary course of 

| 
; 








debate that could be settled by any kind of rule, 
where the person who made the affirmation should 
have the opening and conclusion, 1 might have 
done so; but the Senator from Ohio has sought to 
have both. He has endeavored to reply to me on 
two different occasions. I am not disposed to get || 
into any further discussion with him. The Sen- 
ator from Ohio, | am satisfied, has not undertaken 
to reply to me so much as to endeavor to distrib- 
ute the responsibility. The weight of the burden 
thrown upon a few shoulders was more than the 
few, the Secretary and the committee, could ex- 
actly bear, and therefore they chose to distribute. 
it over the whole Republican party, from the 
President, as the head of the Republican party, 
over all his subordinates. Allow me to say, sir, 
while we engage in controversies of party, (and 
pean are legitmate,) while we are all more or 
ess parlisans, yet,in my opinion, whenever a 
man of either party, fitto be placed in the position 
of the President of the United States, achieves that 
high position, he ceases to be the President of a 





party; he is the President of the nation. Let me 
say further that it should be the same, whether 
it is or not, with Senators. While out of doors 
where the storms of party prevail, they are parti- 
sans to a greater or less extent, yet when they 
come here, where there ghould be a pure atmos- 


ponies they cease to be such; they are national 


enators. For myself, I have sought to occupy 


| that position. 


| mig 











the Chief Magistrate of the nation. I know well 
the po burdens resting upon his shoulders— 
ity burdens sufficient to weigh down a man 
of Titanic form and strength. 1 understand well 
that in all this detail of business, he cannot take 
charge either of the inquiry or of the adminis- 
tration. I took occasion on a former day to sa 


| that I did not believe he had anything to do wit 


the arrest of General Stone. I do not believe he 
had anything to do with any of these particular 
arrests. Ofcourse, he is in a certain sense respons- 
ible. The fault I found with him was that he 
had allowed these things to be done. It is the 
misfortune of the country that he has not better 
surroundings; for let me say, as | have had occa- 
sion to say before, | know of no wiser or better 
man in and about the Government than the pres- 
ent Chief Magistrate. The fault I find is that by 
the accidents of party, by the demanding, exact- 


| ing influences of partisans, he has been almost 


compelled to surround himself with some persons 
altogether unfit for their high place, and unfit to 
be counselors of the President of uf United States. 
At the same time I wish to be understood that I 
make no assault upon the Republican party as 
such. I believe the chief element that placed our 
present Chief Magistrate in his place of honor and 
of power was a true democratic, constitutional, 
law-abiding clement, and that it is a vast minority 
that appeals to a law higher than the Constitu- 
tion, as they say; lower, as I say—as low as are 


| the gates of hell. 


Sir, l am not to be placed in the position of as- 
saulting all men or making war upon all men who 
have had anything to do with the building up of 
the present Administration. It was an opposition 
movement, and brought together many opposition 
elements, as all opposition movements do, adverse 
elements of all forms and shapes. I know that 
many people of my opinion supported the present 
Chief Magistrate, because they thought there was 
no chance for the other candidate for the Presi- 
dency from Illinois, and believing that the candi- 
date from Kentucky was disloyal, they wanted to 
demonstrate their loyal sentiment. Thousands 
and tens of thousands voted for him who are men 
who believe in the Constitution in all its integrity, 
in the laws with all their force, and in the courts 
with all their dignity and power. In my judg- 
ment, they are the great body of the men who are 
now upholding this war and this Government; and 
I say that those persons who ignore the Consti- 
tution, who deny all law, who assert the exist- 
ence of a power that cannot be measured by any 
term, but may at its pleasure by a nod mark its 
victim; I say that those persons are making war, 
violent war, upon the integrity of the Union, and 
are, each one of them, as far as in them lies, as 
mischievous as any of those who head a column 
of the enemy. 

It is in that spirit that I have spoken. I do not 
charge the Administration. I not only regard the 
President as an able man, but many of his Cabi- 
net have my high respect, I say great wrong has 
been done, and | charge it to the head of the War 
Department. To a certain extent the responsi- 


| bility has been assumed by the chairman of the 


committee on the conduct of the war. All the re- 
sponsibility that he has chosen to take, whether 
in maintaining himself or assaulting me, does not 
disturb me at all, nor will it disturb the country; 
but at whose instance this wrong has been done, 
whether at the instance of the committee or of the 
Secretary, is a subject for consideration. The ac- 
tion the Government takes is that into which the 
peaple will inquire; and I trust I yet belong toa 
country where the people are sovereigns. In them 
rests ultimate sovereignty; and when they, the 
seople, exhibit the result of their judgment in this 
Hall, in the other end of the Capitol, in the eee 
where the President sits, and in all places of legit- 
imate power, it will be known whetker lam right, 
or whether the Senator from Ohio is right, or 
whether theSecretary of War is right. I am will- 
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Letit be understood here that I have not assailed | 
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people. 

Now, Mr. President, allow me to say a w 
Page Se. . . : ord 
in regard to the reference of this question to t} 
committee on the conduct of the war, | iatro. 
duced the resolution. It is a very extraordinary 
thing that my adversary should ask to h 
referred to his committee, the committee on th 
conduct of the war, the inquisitorial committee 
Have we not regular committees of this Senate 
that are not inquisitions, and who discharge reo. 
ular public business? If it is to be referred refer 
it to some committee that does not sit with sealed 
doors, take ex parte testimony, and give ex parte 
verdicts. In my judgment, the resolution should 
not be referred at all; but as the Senator has made 
the motion, I move to amend it by moving that it 
be referred to the Committee on Military Affairs 
I shall consider the vote of the Senate on that mo- 
tion as somewhat the sense of the Senate as to 
whether this inquiry should be properly re. 
sponded to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion 
of the Senator from California to refer toa stand- 
ing committee has precedence over the motion of 
the Senator from Wisconsin to refer to a select 
committee, and will be first put. 

Mr. KING. As one of the members of the 
Committee on Military Affairs, I think it proper 
that I should express my opinion upon the sub- 
ject of reference to that committee. I think my- 
self that the motion of the Senator from Wisconsin 
is decidedly the more appropriate one. If there 
were no committee that had this subject specially 
in charge, the Committee on Military Affairs 
would be the appropriate one to which to refer it; 
but having entire confidence in the committee on 
the conduct of the war, which is a joint committee 
of the two Houses and has this whole subject 
under its consideration, I think it better to refer 
the resolution to them rather than have this ques- 
tion in the charge of, and under the examination 
of, two different committees. 

Mr. McDOUGALL.. Then I understand the 


ave it 


| Senator from New York to prefer that this inquiry 


should be made by a committee that carries on its 
operations in secret, whose business is of a secret 
character. He prefers that it should go to a spe- 
cial committee raised for a particular purpose, 
who have taken,-as I charge, ex parte testimony, 
and the regular standing Committee on Military 
Affairs not to investigate it. If the Senate are 
prepared to indorse that proposition let them take 
the responsibility. 

Mr. KING. Iam not responsible for the un- 
derstanding of the Senator from California. I did 
not make any such statement as he does, as the 
ground of my reason for preferring that this mat- 
ter should go to the committee on the conduct of 
the war. think there are good reasons for it, 
and therefore I am in favor of it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. The Senator from Cali- 
fornia is mistaken in supposing that this motion 
was made by the honorable Senator from Ohio, 
with whom he has had this discussion. He did 
not make the motion at all. The motion was 
made by myself, and I did so for this reason: that 
committee, as I understand, is clothed with power 
to make investigations into facts which may be 
necessary, perhaps, as to what should be done 
with this whole subject, and therefore it was that 
I moved to refer it to that committee. I think it 
is an appropriate committee, and it had better go 
there. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Allow me, then, to re- 
mark in the same connection, and that it may be 
understood, that the chairman of the committee 
on the conduct of the war has stated in his place 
he thought there was probable cause for the ar- 
rest; that he has not stated the probable cause, 
and has revealed none of the facts found by the 
inquisition. I protest against its going to the 
committee on the conduct of the war, as I want 
information, and I have no hope of getting it from 
that place; and I want to ascertain whether we 
have got the power to bring it from the Secretary 
of War or not. 

Mr. HALE. Without entering into any feel- 
ing on this subject, I confess that I think the res- 
olution relates to a matter that the Senate ought 
to inquire into, and it strikes me it would be im- 

roper to refer it to a committee that is not sub- 


ject to the control of the Senate. The commitice 


on the conduct of the war is a joint committee cre- 
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ated by the two Houses, and it would not be com- 

etent for the Senate to direct them to report or 
to take any action upon It; and by referring it to 
that committee, the Senate loses its control over 
it. I have not attended to all the discussigns that 
have taken place; but 1 look upon the question 
that is involved in this resolution, and in the in- 
quiry which is made, as one of the last importance 
to the people of this country. I have had ocea- 
sion heretofore to give my views somewhat at 
leagth on this subject; and without indicating any 


opinion that I have upon it,-I think it manifestly | 


roper that the Senate should keep this resolution 
under their own control, and not refer it to a com- 
mittee over whom they have no control, and from 
whom they cannot direct a report. 

Mr. KING. Being a member of the Commit- 
tee on Military Affairs, I expressed my opinions 
as entertained them on the question of reference. 
If, however, there is any doubt as to where the 
resolution should go, as the opinion of the Sena- 


tor from New Hampshire indicates, I would pre- 


fer that this matter should go over. Hoping that 
this subject might be disposed of, I have deferred 
for some time a motion to go into executive ses- 
sion, for which there is goodreason. I will make 
that motion, and let this question go over. 

Mr. CHANDLER. Let us dispose of this. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I hope’ the Senate will 
make some disposition of it. 

Mr. KING. My opinion is that this subject 
ought not to be in the hands of two committees of 
the Senate. I desire it disposed of some way. 
Probably we can dispose of it without further 
debate, and I will not press my motion at present. 

Mr. GRIMES. I desire to be informed which 
question is the privileged question—the question 
to refer to the Committee on Military Affairs, or 
to the joint committee? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion to 
refer to the Committee on Military Affairs has 

precedence. 

Mr. SUMNER. Allow me to make one sug- 
gestion. The committee on the conduct of the 
war has already had charge, to a certain extent, 
of the matters involved in this inquiry. That we 
have become aware of by this debate. It seems 
to me, therefore, that it would be entirely proper 
that the further consideration of it should be put 
in the handsof the same committee. Otherwise 
another committee will be left to go over, perhaps, 
the same ground, to summon the same witnesses, 
and peruse the same documents that have already 
occupied the attention of the committee on the 
conduct of the war. It seems to me that there is 
a practical reason which is ample to sustain us in 
referring it to the committee on the conduct of 
the war, rather than to another committec. 

Mr. FESSENDEN. I concur fully with the 
idea that the committee on the conduct of the 
war is the appropriate committee. If that com- 
mittee can be trusted, if we have a respect for it, 
and think it ought to be continued, and that the 
subject submitted to it ought to be still in its hands, 
this matter should go to that committee. * If it is 
not to be trusted, it may be well to appoint some- 
body else, or to do away with the committee. The 
question is one of delicacy. It may be that it is 


proper that this should be investigated. I have | 


no objection to the investigation. It may be that 
it is equally proper that the results of that inves- 
ugation should not be known, that it is a matter 
not at present to be made public. There may be 
very good reasons; and the presumption is, as it 
has not been made public, (supposing always that 
public officers do right in relation to these matters, ) 
that there is some very good reason why it has 
not been stated to the public thus far. 

Now, sir, in the view which the honorable Sen- 
ator from California takes of it—and | coincide 
with him upon general principles—it is very im- 
portant, very proper at any rate, that questions 
of this kind should be investigated by Congress. 
We are or ought to be the guardians of the rights 
of the people, and of every individual; but in times 
like these, we do not proceed, we cannot proceed 
in all particulars upon the same principles and 
with the same care and the same publicity that we 
do in times of perfect peace. That has been well 
understood, not only by us, but by the people at 
large. I have heard no very particular complaints 
m regard to these things, because it has been taken 
for granted that, in this stage of our country’s 
history und under existing circumstances, there 
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might be occasion to do things which, in ordinary || does not deem it wise and prudent and consistent 
| cases, would not be proper to be done. While f || with the safety and best good of the Republic that 
| am disposed to look upon these proceedings with || he should do so. We choose to inquire into it; 
| jealousy, perhaps with suspicion, I can yet un- || we have a right to inquire into it; it may be our 
| derstand very readily the difficulties which beset || duty. I do not dispute the perfect propriety of 
| public officers in conducting the affairs of the || the proceeding of the honorable Senator from Cal- 
| Government at the present time. I trust the hon- || ifornia in this case; but | say, consistently with 
orable Senator from California is willing to look || that, the most proper thing we can do, in my judg- 
on all questions with liberality ment, is to refer the matter to that committee which 
Mr. McDOUGALL. He was arrested early in |, we have selected to investigate it, to look into it 
February, and he has been denied a hearing to || and all similar cases, and report or not as they in 
the present moment. || their judgment may deem wise and prudent. Must 
r. FESSENDEN. I understand all that, and || we not trust somebody? When the President, in 
I understand perfectly well that there may be cir- || whom we have full confidence, has acted and we 
cumstances with regard to the arrest and the long || choose to inquire of him, may we not well com- 
continued imprisonment of General Stone without || mit the inquiry to gentlemen selected from this 
a trial, well calculated to excite the sensibilities of || body in whom we have implicit confidence, when 
his friends, perhaps the sensibilities of gentlemen || we know that many of these things may necessa- 
like the honorable Senator from California, and || rily be kept secret from the public for a time for 
like myself, I hope, disposed tolook with care and || the public good? Are we to overstep a course 80 
jealousy upon every infringement of the ordinary || obviously d 


} 





. 


course of judicial proceeding or of military pro- 
ceeding. That is all very true; but, as I said be- 
fore, we are bound to presume in the beginning 
that there are good reasons for what may seem to 
us out of the ordinary course. 

The honorable Senator has expressed his con- 
fidence in the patriotism and the justice of the 
President of the United States. He must be aware 
| that this thing could not have been done without 
his concurrence, and could not be continued with- 
out his approbation and consent. He is the head 








is useless to avoid the inference; everybody knows 


who are his Secretaries, his right hands in refer- 
ence to all the Department8 and their proceedings. 
The responsibility cannot be shifted from the 
President; he does not desire it, and nobody who 
is his friend desires it; for nobody who was his 
| friend would say for him that he did not wish to 


| subordinate officers under his own eyes in refer- 


of the United States to entertain any such sus- 
picion for a moment. When, therefore, the Sen- 





dence in the patriotism and justice of the President 
of the Uised hates, he settles this whole question 
so far as the opinions of the President of the United 
| States are concerned. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I would suggest that pos- 
sibly the President of the United States has not 
an opinion on the subject; that the facts and testi- 
mony being in possession of one of his officers 
whom he trusts, he may have had nothing to do 
with it. 


respect, too much regard for the President of the 
United States to suppose any such thing, as that 
his subordinate, who is in communication with 
him every day, could take a measure of this kind 
and continue it without the President having any 
opinion upon the subject. I could not entertain 
that idea fora single instant consistently with the 
deep respect which I entertain for the President. 
As my honorable friend from Vermont [Mr. Cot- 
LAMER] suggests, such a supposition would over- 
throw the whole system of our Government and 
the whole idea of it. No, sir, itis useless to say 
that the Senator has entire confidence in the Pres- 
ident, and at the same time assert that the Pres- 
ident does not know anything about this matter, 
and has no opinion in regard to it. I think better 
of him. 

Under these circumstances, I hold that the head 
of the Republic has good reasons for what he 
does; and I repeat here what I have said before, 
that in times like these, while I would look with 
_ jealousy and suspicion upon every appearance of 
an infringement upon the rights of the individual 
citizen, | can readily suppose there are cases in 
| which a man placed as he is must take the respons- 
| Seality of acting, and leave to a wise, liberal, and 
| just anne to judge by results and by motive— 
| by the necessities of the case as they shall be 
developed. 

That this thing has been done and has continued 
so long, proves that in his opinion it is necessary 
and wise and prudent, and not inconsistent with 
the duty which he owes to the Republic. He has 








not given us the reasons up to the present time; | 


and what is to be inferred from that? That he 


| of the’ Army and the head of the Republic; and it || 


that he is responsible for what is done by those | 


be held responsible for what was done by his | 
ence to matters in his own charge. It would be | 


disrespectful to him as a man and as President || 


| ator from California expressed his entire confi- | 


Mr. FESSENDEN. Sir, I have too much | 


ictated by prudence on bare suspicion 
or because a case presents itself to us as a strange 
one? Sir, let us take that step first; at all events 
| no harm can follow from that. [have entire con- 
fidence in the committee that we have selected, 
and | believe they will do what is wise and satis- 
factory to us all. 
(| Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. President, the duties 
| of this committee seem to be misapprehended 
| either by the committee or by the Senator from 
|| California. The committee on the conduet of the 
war has never, in any single instance, examined 
into an individual case unless it came up incident- 
| ally in connection with the conduct of the war. 
Never in asingle instance, to my recollection, has 
| the private character ofany individual been touched 
|| incidentally, asinghe case of General Stone, where 
|| the testimony has not been submitted to that in- 
| dividual and he himself had an opportunity to 
|| vindicate his character before the committee. 
|| Now, sir, I do not like these imputations of in- 
quisitorial secrecy; these charges of ex parte test- 
|| imony. They are untrue in point of fact. It is 
no such committee. We do not desire the refer- 
ence of this resolution to us; yet if the Senate of 
|| the United States sees fit to impose upon us this 
|| duty, we shall be compelled to execute it; but it 
|| will be the first instance where the committee has 
|| investigated the case of an individual. We have 
|, not adopted as a rule our course of action; but I 
| may state the fact that in every instance where 
there was a single opposing voice on the commit- 
| tee to the receipt of any testimony, to the sum- 
| moning of any witness, to the examination of any 
fact, the committee has omitted to examine into 
| that fact or to take the testimony of that witness. 
We had Governor Jounson, of Tennessee, upon 
the committee, I presume the Senator from Cali- 
fornia will not stand up in his place and impugn 
Governor Jounson? Wehad Mr. Opett,a highly 
honorable gentleman from the State of New York, 
| a Democrat, one of the soundest of the sound. 
And so scrupulous have we been that, where out 
of the seven members of the committee on the con- 
duct of the war, there has been a single objection 
| to the examination of any witness or any subject 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
} 


| witness or that subject or that thing. Up to this 
date, every act done, every motion made, every 
| particle of testimony submitted to the Administra- 
| tion, or to those who had the power to correct the 
evil, has been done by the unanimous consent 
and desire of the committee on the conduct of the 
war, 

Sir, I do not like these imputations that it is a 
| one-sided, secret, inquisitorial committee. It is 
false, sir; it is not so. The committee on the con- 
duct of the war, so far as my knowledge extends, 
is the first committee ever raised that has been 
above any such imputationsas have been cast upon 
that committee by the Senator from California. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Does the Senator under- 
take to say that I have said anything fulse ? 

Mr. CHANDLER. I say that any imputation 
that that is an inquisitorial committee is false. 

Mr, McDOUGALL. Does the Senator from 
Michigan undertake to say that I have said any- 
thing that is false? 

Mr. CHANDLER. The Senator may put his 
own construction upon it. I say that any man 
who says this is an inquisitorial committee says 
|| what is false. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Now, let me say to the 
| Senator from Michigan 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Michican is entitled to the floor. 


Mr. CHANDLER, (to Mr. MecDoveatt.) 1 | 


will not answer your question. 

Vir. MecDOUGALL. You cannot afford to 
anewer it 

Mr. CHANDLER. I say any man who brings 
that imputation against the committee utters what 
is not true. e 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Well, do not shake your 
finger at me. 

Mr. HALE. Order! 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Michigan has the floor. 

Mr. CHANDLER. The committee on the 
conduct of the war has endeavored to do its duty, 
and its whole duty. It has not been an inquisi- 
torial nor a one-sided committee. Whether the 
Senate see fit now to impose this duty upon it or 
not,is forthe Senate to decide: we do not desire it. 

Mr. GRIMES. Mr. President, it seems to me 
that it would be well enough for the Senate to look 
it the real question that is before it, and not be 
drawn off by the attacks that have been made 
upon the Seeretary of Warand the defense of him, 
from the real issue before us. The Senator from 
California introduces a resolution in relation to 
the arrest and detention in captivaty of Brigadier 
General Stone, 
tain ina legitimate way, and from a proper and 
legitimate source. It may be that itis too specific. 
It may be that it ought not to be furnished. His 


resolution is peremptory in its character, and re- | 


quires this information to be furnished. The Sen- 
ator from Massachusetts, who is not now in his 
seat, [Mr. Witson,] has offered a substitute for 
that proposition. It reads as follows: 


“That the President of the United States be requested to | 
communicate to the Senate any information touching the | 


arrest and imprisonment of Brigadier General Stone, not 
deemed incompatible with the public interest.”’ 


Now, can any gentleman furnish me any sub- 
stantial reason why we should smother this reso- 


lution by sending it to any committee, whether | 
that on Military Affairs or on the conduct of the | 


war,and not adopt the substitute that was offered 
bv the Senator from Massachusetts? 


If he deems that it would 


it properly belongs. 
not be compatible with the public interest to trans- 


mit any information in regard to it, let him say | 


so, and there ends the subject. But if he says 
that the interest of the country will be promoted, 
or if he beleves that the interest of the service 


will be promoted by giving us the information, | 


or if he thinks that the curiosity of these persons 
who seek to obtain this information ought to be 
gratified, he will grant it. He is the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Army; he has the control of the 
discipline of the Army, and not the Military Com- 
mittee or the committee on the conduct of the 
war. By passing the substitute offered by the 
Senator from Massachusetts, we do not conflict 
with his jurisdiction; we might if we passed the 
resolution submitted by the Senator from Cali- 
fornia. It seems to me, therefore, that from every 
consideration, we ought to vote down the propo- 
sition to refer this resolution to any committee, 
and adopt the substitute of the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, and let the responsibility in regard to 
the discipline of the Army be where it properly 
belongs, with the President of the United States. 

Mr. BROWNING. Mr. President, I concur 
entirely in the suggestions made by the Senator 
from lowa. I had intended to make them myself, 
but I feel a reluctance at all times to claiming the 
floor. 

| know nothing about the causes that led to the 
arrest of General Stone, Ido not know the man; 
do not know his polities; do not know anything 
about his antecedents; do not know anything of his 
conduct that led to his arrest. I regret exceed- 
ingly that the Senator from California has deemed 
it his duty to make the fierce assault upon the Sec- 
retary of War that he has made upon this occa- 
sion. lt appears to me, Mr. President, that no 
possible good, but evil and evil only could result 
to us from destroying the confidence of the coun- 
try in any one of those at the head of the affairs 
of the nation. 1 believe the Secretary of War at 
present enjoys the confidence of the country to as 
large an extent as any other man connected with 
the administration of its affairs, I may say more, 


That information he seeks to ob- | 


It throws | 
the entire responsibility on the President, where | 
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am inclined to think that we are more indebted to 
|| him than we are to any other one man that pub- 
|| lic affairs were not pushed to much more disas- 


|| debted to him and to him alone for the privilege 
|| of having inaugurated the present Chief Magis- 
|| trate of the nation in the capital of the nation. 
|| Whatever the opinion of the Senator from Cali- 


|| fornia may be of the justice of the arrest of Gen- | 
eral Stone, | think his assault upon the Secretary | 


of War is unwarranted and unjust. I think it cal- 
culated to do injury, and nothing but irjury. 


Now, Mr. President, I am going into no dis- | 
i] Mr. BROWNING. No, sir, I did not derive 


cussion of this subject at all; but while I am up, 
I will add another word. I understand from the 
chairman of the committee on the conduct of the 
war that when evidence implicating General Stone 
had been elicited by that committee, that evi- 
dence was all submitted tq General Stone’s in- 
spection, and that the fullest possible opportunity 
was offered him of inspection; that he came be- 
fore the committee, and that every facility that 
he could require was furnished him by the com- 
mittee to exonerate himself from the hows that 
had been made. This does not seem to me in- 
quisitorial; does not seem to me to deserve the 
|| denunciations to which that committee has been 
subjected. [understand further from the chair- 
man of the committee that upon the evidence 
elicited by them, they unanimously came to the 


i! conclusion that the good of the service required | 
that General Stone should be superseded in his | 


|| command, and placed under arrest. 
|| Mr. WADE. I believe I did not say that. I 
|| said that after we had taken the evidence and the 
|| explanations of Genetal Stone, we made them 
known to the Secretary of War and to the Cabi- 
_net. I believe they all understood it. We might 
|| have given opinions in regard to the bearing of 
| the testimony, but we left it very much with them. 
I do not know that I expressed any decided opin- 
ion, and I do not know that the members of the 
committee generally did. I donot think they did. 
We thought that it properly belonged to the ex- 
|| ecutive government to take charge of it, and give 
such weight to it as they deemed best. On a 
former oceasion I did say that I believed there 
‘| was probable cause for his arrest, but I did not 
| like to go into that. 


Mr. BROWNING. That was what I under- 


| 


| 
| 
| 


|| stood the chairman to say, and [ may have de- 


| rived it erroneously, but I still derived the im- 
yression that the committee all concurred with 
Lien in opinion that there was probable cause for 
the course that was taken. 
| Mr. WADE. I believe they did. 
Mr. BROWNING. 1 understood further that 
the Secretary of War reached the same conclu- 
sion upon an examination of the same evidence. 





| T understand that the general who at that time 
| was in command of this division of our Army and 
| of our forces reached the same conclusion. 1 
understood that the President of the United States, 
| than whom I undertake to say no juster or more 
conscientious or uprightman lives, reached the 
| same conclusion. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Will the Senator allow 
/ me to ask him a question ? 

Mr. BROWNING. Certainly. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I want to know whether 
the Senator takes the license to speak of under- 
| standings from those high officials? If so, I will 
take the same privilege; I have understandings 
from high authority, too. 
| Mr. BROWNING. No; I will state distinctly 
| my understandings. That there may be no pos- 
| sible misapprehension, I want it distinctly under- 
stood that I speak for myself and myself alone. 

Mr. MecDOUGALL. But your understand- 


| 
| 
| inges— 
| 
| 
} 





Mr. BROWNING. I will explain it all to you; 

be patienta moment. I now disclaim, on this or 

| any other oceasion, reemee be the President or 

| any one connected with the President in the ad- 
| ministration of the Government. 

| Mr. MeDOUGALL. Allow me to ask a ques- 


tion. Why does the Senator say he understands 
| that? 


| Mr. BROWNING. I will explain to you in 
a minute if you will not be quite so restless. Just 
| be calm a little while, and I think I shall make 
_myself understood. It is a subject on which I 


that I believe he deserves that confidence, for I |! have never ventured to approach either the Presi- 


|| none of my business to catechise the 
|| did this thing or that thing, or why 
|| trous extremes under the last Administration than | 


i} . } 
|| they were. I am not sure but that we are in- | 
|| derstood certain things, I speak of the und 
| ing I have derived from the discussior 
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| dent or the Secretary of War. I conceive it th be 
m why the 


they will 
another. I have no information from them aa 


one of them upon the subject. When I say lun 


erstand- 


} ; ’ that has 
taken place in my presence and hearing jn this 
i 


| Chamber, and of an understanding obtained jy no 
other way. Now,I apprehend the Senator yp. 
derstands me. 
Mr. McDOUGALL. Dol understand 
that the Senator spoke merely from the out 
of Madame Rumor? 


’ 
».then, 
Sivings 


it from Madame Rumor; I derived the understang. 
ing from the discussions that took place in this 

Chamber between the Senator from California and 
the chairman of the committee on the conduct of 
the war. I presume that every other Senator do. 
rived the same understanding, that the committee 
the Secretary of War, the general at the time :. 
command of the army here, and the President, ql| 
concurred in opinion that the evidence which had 
been elicited did make probable cause for the ar. 
rest of General Stone and for his confinement to 
this time. If that be so, if the evidence did war. 
rant that conclusion, if the evidence was such as 
| to justify that action, the very fact of publicity 

that the Senator seeks, the very fact of laying be. 
fore the country all the evidence that led to these 
conclusions, might defeat every good object that 
was intended to be attained, every valuable pur- 
pose that was intended to be subserved by super- 
seding that general and placing him under arrest, 
and it might be attended with the same conse- 
quences now. 

Let me say one thing more. Suppose this evi- 
dence has cast upon General Stone unfounded sus- 
Pee suspicions that are unjust—upon which 

undertake to express no opinion, for | know 
nothingabout it; I have noinformation, no know!- 
edge whatever of the causes of suspicion even that 
exist against General Stone—but suppose they 
are all unfounded and unjust, and that it is his 
misfortune, and not his fault or his crime, that he 
is in the unhappy circumstances in which he is 
now: men must bear the consequences of their 
misfortunes as well as their crimes in this life, and 
if a general commanding a division #f our Army 
has conducted himself in such a manner as to 
bring upen him, even causelessly or unjustly, sus- 
picion of disloyalty to the Government, or sus- 
picion of misconduct of any other kind that seems 
to warrant his arrest, the good of the public ser- 
vice, when these suspicions hate found lodgment 
in the public mind and destroyed the confidence 
of the public in the individual, requires that he 
should suffer the consequences of his own mis- 
fortune, to call it by no harsher term. If his con- 
duct has been so equivocal, so uncertain; if his 
language has given forth so uncertain a sound as 
to bring him under such suspicions; even then, 
admitting that they are without a basis in truth, 
I woufd say the good of the service would require 
the course that had been adopted to be adopted 
and firmly pursued. 

I feel confident, Mr. President, that neither the 
Chief Executive of the nation, the Secretary of 
War, the general who was in command here at 
the time, nor the committee on the conduct of the 
war, would willingly do injustice to General Stone, 
or any other man; and if the grounds of suspicion 
are just, if they are founded in truth, if his con- 
duct has been such as properly to expose him to 
the course that has been taken, it may be that the 
public service requires that ree e continued 
for the time being where he is, without trial and 
without investigation; and that is a question we 
must submit to the discretion of the President of 
the United States as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Army. As the head of the Army, it is his espe- 
cial province to exercise his judgment upon the 
questions proposed, and to give or withhold the 





| information, as in his opinion the giving or with- 


holding will tend to the promotion of the public 
service. If General Stone is suffering wrong, and 
if the President thinks that no evil will result to 
the country from bringing him to trial at present, 
let it be done; but if he cannot now, without in- 
jury to the public service, be brought to trial, let 
that trial be postponed until a fitting opportunity, 
when he can be heard without injury to the coun- 
try; and if he is suffering wrong, the time will 
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come when he can get his redress. It is impos- 
sible, Mr. President, that any machinery of hu- 
man government that was ever devised by the 
ingenuity and wisdom of man shall work so per- 
fectly as to protect every man precisely in the 
enjoymento all his rights, and protect every man 
from any sortof injustice. In the best ordered 
and best administered Governments on earth more 
or less of wrong and injustice will occasionally be 
done to individuals, and they must occasionally 
suffer wrong for the good of the whole; and if 
Genera! Stone is a patriot, a true, earnest, zealous 

atriot, he would gladly suffer what he is suffer- 
ing now; if he believed his continuance in con- 
finement was promoting the public good, even he 
would utter no complaint against it, 

| have said, Mr. President, a great deal more 
than I intended; but I felt it to be a duty to enter 
my protest against these that I cannot otherwise 
than regard as unwarrantable assaults upon the 
Secretary of War; and when the Senator from 
California asks of the chairman of the committee 
on the conduct of the war who gave him the om- 
niscient power to enter into the secret motives of 
others and turn and read the leaves of their hearts 
and all thatis written there, I retort upon him the 
question, who gave him the omniscient power to 
read the heart of the Secretary of War, and with- 
out evidence,’without the shadew of evidence 
before us, to denounce him in the manner in which 
he has been denounced? I intend nothing unkind 
to the Senator from California, I think I may 
venture to say that I do nbdt believe the Senator 
from California, in a moment of cool, deliberate 
reflection, with the high sense of justice by which 
I know him usually to be actuated, would repeat 
against the Raney of War what he has here 
so fiercely uttered. | believe, sir, he will himself 
see the injustice not only to the individual, but 
the injustice to the country, the wrong and injury 
to the country, that is to be done by destroying 
public confidence in the most important officer 
connected with the administration of the Govern- 
ment next to the Chief Magistrate. So far, sir, 
as that official’s character is known to the public, 
he occupies a position that the highest and noblest 
in the land might well covet. I trust that we are 
not here for the purpose of making war upon all 
who are earnestly and diligently engaged in the 
prosecution of this war to put down this rebellion; 
we are not here for the purpose of snapping up 
‘‘unconsidered trifles,’’ to be urged against them 
for the purpose of breaking down their usefulness 
and their efficiency. 

I can see no purpose, Mr. President, in the ref- 
erence of the resolution to any committee. Let 
us adopt the amendment offered by the Senator 
from Massachusetts, not now in his place; let it 
go to the President, calling for information, if, in 
his judgment, it is compatible with the public ser- 
vice to give it. Having the utmost, the most un- 
limited confidence, not only in the integrity, in 
the justice, but also in the ability of the Chief 
Magistrate, I, for one, am willing to subiait the 
entire question to his consideration and his de- 
cision, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Mr. President, my apol- 
ogy for seeking the floor so often is that I alone am 
receiving the assaults of so many of adverse opin- 
ions; and as | have introduced this measure and 
intend to maintain it, I must fight them in detail, 
for they are too many for me to meetin one single 
encounter. EF am not going to make any but a 
very few remarks; I hoped the debate would have 
closed ere this. 

The most striking thing said by the Senator from 
Illinois was that individuals must suffer wrong, 
thatthe public interest may be maintained. That 
is a maxim that was learned by usall in our early 
education. Human institutions are all imperfect; 
laws are imperfect; by the imperfection of human 
reason, justice cannot always be properly ren- 
dered. Laws being imperfect, and judgments being 
imperfect, injustice must every now and then oc- 
cur; but because injustice is suffered under law, 
under the wisest administration of justice accord- 
ing to law, is that to be an argument why, with- 
out law, above law, regardless of law, injustice 
and wrong should be done? My objection is that 
here, by an irresponsible authority, governed by 
no rule, subject to no inquiry, unknown to our 
institutions, an innominable power, injustice is 
done. In the best governed country, under the 
best laws, under the best judges, evil to a greater 











or less extent frequently occurs, but I object to | 
having that evil accumulated upon us through a 
power irresponsible, unknown to the law, and 
without limitation of authority. 

But, sir, what have [called for? Simply an in- 
quiry as to why right under the law has not been 
recognized. The right I undertook to demonstrate; 
and I dare assert that [ did demonstrate that, un- 
der the Constitution and the laws, this man, seized 
and imprisoned, had certain rights. As he had 
subjected himself to military law, he was entitled 
to the protection of militarylaw. Ashe had sworn 
to obey it and subjected himself to its penalties, 
so had he a right to all its benefits. Those bene- | 
fits to which he was entitled by military law have 
been denied to him. He was one of the leaders 











of our armies, a soldier for many years, who had 
seen service in battle-fields, who had taken the 
chances of his life on many occasions for our in- 
stitutions, and surely he should be entitled to the 
benefits of the protection which he contracted for 
when he entered the service of the country, and 
said he was prepared to peril his life for that coun- 
try. What right did he claim? He claimed the 
simple right to know of what he was accused, 
why he was imprisoned, and to have a fair trial. 
That is all he has claimed. It is all ] have ever 
claimed for him. 

It is said in reply that it may not be consistent 
with the interests of the Government that he should 
be tried; that it may not be consistent with the in- 
terests of the Government that he should be in- 
formed of what he is accused! This is to me 
inconceivable. Some of the hours of my life | 
have bestowed upon thought, and some to ailforms 
of logical reduction. I cannot conceive, it is be- 
yond the range of my conception, how this Gov- 
ernment is so imperiled that it may be in danger 
from informing a person seized of the substance 
of the accusation against him. I cannot see why 
this Government may not give to a man who is 
brought down from the command of adivision of 
our armies in the field and placed in prison, some 
notification of why itis done. I cannotsee why 
he may not have a commission to inquire and a 
court to try him. 

It may be said now, and I understand it is said, 
that our army have left the city of Washington, 
and that a large body of them is before York- 
town, and another large command at Fredericks- 
burg, und that they are so scattered over the whole 
country that a court cannot be had for trial, or 
witnesses cannot be had to testify. What was 
the difficulty on the 8th of February? Why was 
he not placed under arrest in the city of Wash- 
ington, and a court organized then? Why were 
not the papers placed Before the Judge Advocate 
General of the Army, or the judge advocate of the 
army of the Potomac? Why was he not informed 
of the charges against him according to the rules 
and articles of war? Why was not a court then 
organized, when our army was lying slumbering 
on the banks of the Potomac? February passed; 
March passed; April is nearly passed. All this 
makes up a long period of time, and so far from 
his having a court of inquiry, or a court-martial, 
it has not been intimated to him wherefore he was 
arrested, and no friends of his have been able to 
find out wherefore he was arrested. He may 
bave heard what was said by the committee. I 
will not now dispute what gentlemen say as to 
that. I am glad to learn that they brought Gen- 
eral Stone before them. I am glad to learn that 
they informed him something as to what they had 
said and what they had done. 

But the committee, by their chairman, say that 
they did not act in the arrest, and that they do not 
know upon what the Secretary of War acted. It 
was the action of the Secretary of War. During 
all this time General Stone has not been informed 
of the charges against him; and why not informed? 
Not for want of its being perfectly convenient to 
the Government during all that time to have given 
him a trial, or to have at least informed him of the 
charges. He said and represented to them, ‘it 
is important to me, to my honor, to the honor of 
my family, to those who are to come after me, that 
I shall be fairly judged; and the men who were 
about me are in the field of war; they may fall vic- 
‘ims to the assault of the enemy onany day. When 


this war shall be over, there may not be oe of 
ich 


those who would vindicate me as to that of w 
I may be accused, alive to respond to any court 
of inquiry or any court-martial.”’ 















Again, it may be said by the enemies of Gen- 
eral Stone, when the war is over and a court-mar- 
tial is organized, ‘* the men who accuse you were 
killed in battle; but they said so and so, and as 
they have died in defense of their country, the 
brand is upon you.”’ Against all these aceients 
he has desired to provide by a prompt trial. In this 
way aman of high honor, a pure man, as | be- 
lieve, a man whom I call among the beautiful men 
of the world, beautiful in character, beautiful in 
all that belongs to a man intellectually and mor- 
ally, a beautiful man with all his grace, is to be 
disgraced upon the public records of a great nation. 
The thing 1s intolerable ! 

These things cannot be done in the name of lib- 
erty; these things cannot be done in the name of 
the Constitution and laws; they are violent out- 
rages upon the Constitution and the laws. I have 
appealed for him and for the heart of the nation 
that he shall be tried; he has appealed himself in 
vain; his friends have appealed in vain; his coun- 
sel have appealed in vain; lam afraid that I, here 
in my place, appeal in vain for any aid or assist- 
ance that this great wrong shall be inquired into. 
His right is to atrial. The public interest can- 
not be impaired by his being furnished with the 
charges, by his accusers presenting themselves, 
by the organization of a court-marual, by a trial 
before a court-martial, by the perpetuating in de- 
positions perishable testimony. These things are 
not in the category of things that can injure the 
public service. We should not allow a wrong 
like this to be done in violation of the Constitution 
and the laws. 

Sir, I am not here to assail Senators; I am not 
here to assail committees; lam not here to assail 
parties; I am here to maintain the truth, to main- 
tain our institutions, to see that the law and the 
right is administered, and if I cannot accomplish 
this, then with uplifted hand, in my place in the 
Senate, to protest against this and a like wrongs 
and outrages. 

So far as the proposed reference of the resolu- 
tion to a committee is concerned, I do not think 
it valuable. [t is not customary to refer resolu- 
tions of inquiry. It is customary to inquire on 
all these subjects of the Secretary of War. If, 
huwever, the resolution is to be referred, | hope 
it will be to the Committee on Military Affairs, 
where the Senate may be able to express its voice 
at some time on the subject. If it be referred to 
the committee on the conduct of the war, that 

being a joint committee, we have no power over 
it, as I understand the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire. If it is to be referred, let it be referred to 
a committee over which we have authority. I 
should prefer, however, the adoption of the res- 
olution as I offered it, for I want to know defi- 
nitely and distinctly whether Senators really in- 
tend to maintain the doctrine that a man can be 
arrested without notice of the cause for months, 
he being subject all the time to the civil law of the 
Government, subject all the time to its military 
law, and when entering the service promised all 
the protection of that law, that such a man can 


unknown, unconstitutional power! I want to see 


doctrine. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from California to 


refer the resolution to the Committee on Military 
Affairs and the Militia. 


fer the resolution to the committee on the conduct 
of the war; but after hearing both the gentlemen 
of that committee who have spoken on the sub- 
ject state that it is not the desire of the committee 
that that should be done, and the honorable chair- 
man of the commitice having stated to me in con- 
versation that I had better yield to the suggestion 
of the Senator from lowa, and instead of refer- 
ring the matter to any committee at all, pass the 
resolution in the form proposed by the honorable 
Senator from Mastachectiin. (Mr. Witson,} I 
will, under these circumstances, withdraw the 
motion which I made to refer, and allow it to take 
that course, which, perhaps, will be the shortest 
way to dispose of it, by the passage of the resolu- 
tion as the Senator from Massachusetts proposed 
to amend it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- 
ator from California insist upon his motivn ? 


Mr. McDOUGALL. [shull not doso. I have 


be imprisoned by the authority of an arbitrary, 


who there is in the Senate that affirms such a 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I made the motion to re- 
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insisted thatthe resolution should be addressed to 
the Secretary of War. * lam aware that the Pres- 
ident of the United States is responsible for all 
these things; but I understand, at the same time, 
that under the pressure caused by our present dif- 
ficulties, the President cannot inquire into them 
all. Lunderstood, from an order of the Secretary 
of War which was published, that he had taken 
charge ofallarrests. lLunderstand that this arrest 
was made by him. The facts are in his posses- 
sion. Atthe same time, as I desire to be informed, 
1 will consent to the amendment making it a re- 
quest, if the words in regard to its being compati- 
ble with the public interest be left out. It is our 
right to inquire, and the Secretary is bound to an- 
swer. It would be more legitimate for us to ad- 
dress the Secretary by ademand, which we cannot 
address to the President, and therefore I preferred 
that; butifthe amendment be modified by striking 
out the phrase in regard to the public interest, I 
am willing to accept it, and merely request the 
President to furnish the information. 1 do not 








want, in this case, that formal answer which so | 


often comes in, ‘‘ this is not answered because the 
interests of the service do not permit.” Itis a 
mere formal answer, but it seems to be a conclu- 
siveone. Isay itis our right to inquire, and their 
duty to respond. Even if it be sent to the Presi- 
dent, our right is the same; whoever has under- 
taken to exert the authority is bound to respond 
to, first, the person arrested, then to every one 
who espouses his cause and has the right of ap- 
proach; and therefore I willaccept the amendment 
making it a request of the President, if it be mod- 


ified by saying nothing about the public interest, | 


and then let him answer it as he pleases. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I will state to the Senator 
from California that the uniform usage is, I think, 
in addressing a coérdinate branch of the Govern- 
ment, as the President is, to request the President 
to communicate to the Senate certain information, 
if it be not incompatible with the public interest; 
but when we call on the Secretaries, we do not use 
the word ** request”’ at all, 

Mr. McDOUGALL. Then I insist on the di- 
rection to the Secretary. 


Mr. TRUMBULL. That matter was discussed 


THE CONGRES 


Mr. McDOUGALL. I have withdrawn it, but 
then I shall insist on my original resolution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts. 

Mr. COLLAMER. I understand now that the 
question is on the adoption of the amendment 


proposed by the Senator from Massachusetts. || 


Let it be read. 

The Secretary read the amendment, to strike out 
all of the resolution after the word *‘ resolved,’’as 
follows: 


That the Secretary of War be requested to inform the 
Senate at once on the following points, namely : 1. Whether 


or not Brigadier General Charles P. Stone has been arrested | 
£ 


by any person in authority in the War Department or in 
the Army of the United States; and if he has been so ar- 
rested, from whom the order for General Stone’s arrest ori- 
ginally proceeded—whether the Secretary himself or the 
general then commanding the army of the Potomac. 2. 
Also, whether at the time of such arrest General Stone was 
not subject to the articles of war, and entitled to the benefit 
of them ; and if he was so subject and entitied, whether or 
not he was arrested for a violation of any, and which, of 
those articles ; and on whose complaint General Stone was 
arrested, and by whom, if by any persons, charges have 
been preferred against him ; and that the Secretary of War 
be requested to communicate to the Senate the specifica- 


tions under such charges as fully as his present information || 


will enable him to state them. 3. Also, whether any, and 
if any, what, steps have been taken towards the prepara- 
tion of such charges and specifications; and if any such 
steps have been so taken, whether or not the prosecution 


| of the matter has been intrusted to the judge advocate gen- 


| eral of the Army, or of the army of the Potomac, or to some | 


other, and what other, special judge advocate; and if not 
to either of said judges advocate general, why the case of 
General Stone did not take the customary course when a 


| general officer is arrested ; and whether or not either of the 


judges advocate above specially named has been, and when 
first, consulted in this matter. 4. Also, whether or not Gen- 


| eral Stone has at any time, and when, and hoW often, either 
| in person or by counsel, applied for an immediate trial; and 
| whether he has not represented to the Secretary of Warthe 


injustice which he supposed would result to him from de- 
ferring his trial, by reason of the death of an important wit- 


ness, in any matter connected with the administration of | 
his late command upon the Potomac; and what answer, if | 


any, has been made to such representation by or on behalf 
of General Stone. 5. Also, whether or not the substance of 


| such charges, more or less, has been in any, and what, way, 


|} and upon whose application, communicated to General || 
| Stone; andif not, why not; andif not, whether or notGen- |} 


eral Stone bas applied, directly or indirectly, for such 


| charges. 6. Also, whether any, and what, privileges have 


here at one time, and a vote taken by yeas and | 


nays since I have been in the Senate, whether the 
word ‘* request’’ should be used in a resolution 
calling for information from one of the Depart- 
ments; and the Senate decided on a solemn vote 
by yeas and nays, within the last two or three 
years, that the proper language was, that the Post- 
master Genergl, for instance, or the Secretary of 
War, be directed to inform the Senate thus and 


so. ‘That has always been the language when the | 
question has been made, and it was decided upon | 
discussion; and it was never until the present | 
session that I have known a Secretary undertake | 
to withhold information from the Senate. I agree | 
with the Senator from California that the Senate | 
has a right to demand of the heads of these De- | 


partments information; but when we address the 
coérdinate department of the Government, the 
pe has been to request that the information 


ve communicated, if not incompatible with the | 
public interest; and as this resolution is addressed | 
to the President, it seems to be considered that | 
that ie the best form. I hope the Senator from Cal- | 


ifornia will not ask to have those words stricken 
out, 
them, because that has been the practice of the 
Senate. 

Mr. WADE. Without attempting to define 
what the real right of the Senate is when calling 
on the Executive, I think in times like these it is 
best to leave it to his discretion how he will an- 
swer questions like these. I do not think we 
should make a call peremptory, even if we have 
the right, and in the last resort I am very mach 
disposed to think that we have a right to call for 
anything; but in the unsettled state of the coun- 
try, when consequences may arise from these dis- 
closures that we cannot perceive quite as well as 
he can, | think we ought to put the resolution in 
this modified form,and I hope it will pass in that 
shape. 

Mr. COLLAMER. Whatis the question now 
hefore the Senate ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Chair un- 
derstands the Senator from California to have 
withdrawn the motion to refer the resolution to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 


| should be obliged to vote myself to retain | 


inured to General Stone under the articles of war Nos, 74, 


79, 80, and 82, and Nos. 221 and 223 of the Revised Regu- | 


lations of the Army ; and what degree of confinement was 
originally ordered in reference to General Stone; and 
whether any, and what, change has been made, and when, 
from its original severity. 7. Also, if General Stone was not 
arrested for some alleged violation of the artieles of war, 
upon what pretense is he kept in close custody. 

And in lieu of the words thus stricken out, to 
insert: 

That the President of the United States be requested to 
communicate to the Senate any information touching the 
arrest and imprisonment of Brigadier General Stone, not 
deemed incompatible with the public interest, 

Mr. COLLAMER. I have heard 
about the manner of using the word ‘* request;”’ 
but I do not see but that the proposition is in the 
courteous and common form usually adopted; and 
I do not understand that anybody has moved to 
refer it. I do not, therefore, see any occasion for 
any remarks about the form of inquiry. I am 
satisfied with the resolution in the shape in which 
the amendment proposes to put it. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. The suggestion made by 
me was that the phrase in regard to the public in- 
terest should be stricken out. I sought to seek 
information where we had a right to demand it, 
and I am very glad to be informed, in accordance 
with my own previous understanding, that we 
have a right to ask.a Secretary for information in 
his Department. I havesought to get thatinform- 
ation. Now, allow me to say that it is not in 
the President’s possession, nor in his office. The 
President can only reach it through his Secretary. 
I would as soon Se the resolution in this form 
as in the other form, if he was the proper person 
to call upon. He is not the proper person to be 
called upon, and we are throwing upon him a bur- 
den out of the ordinary course of his business. 

Mr. COLLAMER. It is the usual mode, if 
you want anything from any Department, to ad- 
dress the President, and he sends to the Depart- 
ment and gets the answer and sendsit here. That 
is the usual method. 

Mr. McDOUGALL. I understood from the 
Senator from Illinois that it was customary to ad- 
dress the Secretaries. 

Mr. COLLAMER. | have stated what is the 
usual practice. I know that some Senators have 


remarks | 
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_ do not agree that that is either courteous or prope 
| | know it has sometimes been done, but I hope it 
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occasionally presented a direction as addressed “ 
the heads of Departments, and | believe the — 
ator from Illinois is right in saying that there 
once a vote to that effect; but I must be under. 
stood now, and on all other occasions, wheneve, 
the question arises, as protesting against the “9 
ercise of such a power, because, if that be true. 
we have nothing to do but. to bridge the noge > 
the President and demand information from ; 


Secretaries, and we can get it in spite of him, 


he 


J 


per 


may not be called in precedent. I rose before 
merely tospeak of the form of the resolution whieh 
was offered by way of amendment, that being the 
question before us. Being satisfied with that, | 
have nothing more to say. r 
Mr. McDOUGALL. I am perfectly satisieq 
with submitting the matter to the President, )ye. 
lieving that we shall be able to learn in a yor 
short time what the true state of the case is. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from Massa. 


| chusetts. 


Mr. McDOUGALL. [I accept the amendment. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The amend. 
ment must be voted on. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. Certainly the Senator can 
accept the amerdment. The resolution has not 
been amended atall. He offers aresolution, Ap- 
other Senator offers to amend it. I have always 
understood it to be in the power of the person of- 
fering the original resolution to accept an amend- 
ment to it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It has been 
placed on the Journal,and a vote of the Senate has 
been taken on postponing it. It is necessary that 
the amendment should be formally adopted. Shall 
the resolution be so amended? 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was adopted. 


CONFISCATION OF PROPERTY. 
Mr. HALE. I move that the Senate proceed 


to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I hope the Senator will 
withdraw that motion for a moment, until we get 
the confiscation bill properly before the Senate. 
It has been passed over to-day, and lost its place. 

Mr. HALE. I give way for that purpose. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Illinois moves that the Senate proceed to the 
consideration of the bill (S. No. 151) to confiscate 
the property and free the slaves of rebels. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate re- 
sumed the consideration of the bill. 

Mr. HALE. I move now that the Senate pro- 
ceed to the consideration of executive business. 

Mr. DAVIS. Waita moment. I move that 
the confiscation bill be made the special order for 
to-morrow at one o’clock. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. If it be left as the unfin- 
ished business, it will come up, as a matter of 
course. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. It comes up 
to-morrow at one o’clock as the unfinished busi- 
ness, and the Senator from Kentucky will be en- 
titled to the floor. 


EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


Mr. HALE. Now let the question be put on 
my motion. 

The motion was agreed to; and tlfe Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business; 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, -4pril 21, 1862. 


The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer 
by the Chaplain, Rev. Tuomas H.Srockron. 
The Journal of Friday last was read and ap- 


proved. 
BOUNTY. 


The SPEAKER stated the first business in 
order to be the call of States for the introduction 


of bills on leave for reference, and next the<all of 


States for resolutions. : 

Mr. EDWARDS introduced a bil! making an 
appropriation for the payment of bounty to the 
widows and legal heirs of volunteers who have 
died or may die, or have been or may be killed, 
in the service, as provided by the act of July 22, 
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1961; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means. 


GEORGE W. STICKNEY. 


Mr. ARNOLD introduced a bill for the relief 
of George W. Stickney, a soldier in the late war | 
with Mexico; which was read a first and second | 
time, and referred to the Committee on Pensions. 


MINNESOTA COLLECTION DISTRICT. 


Mr. ALDRICH introduced a bill to change the 
location of the port of entry for the Minnesota 
collection district; which was read a first and sec- 
ond time, and referred to the Committee on Com- 


merce. 
PEOPLE'S PACIFIC RAILROAD COMPANY. 


Mr. RICE, of Maine, presented joint resolu- 
tions of the Legislature of the State of Maine, re- 
lating to the People’s Pacific Railroad Company; 
which were laid upon the table and ordered to be 
printed. sd 
EXPENDITURES IN DEPARTMENT OF THE WEST. 


Mr. ELIOT submitted the following resolution, 
upon which he demanded the previous question: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be requested 
to communicate to the House of Representatives a state- 
mentof the expenditures of money in the department of the 
West. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was adopted, 


BRIGADIER GENERALS. 


Mr. NIXON submitted the following resolu- | 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to fur- 
nish this House with a statement of all the appointments 
to the rank of brigadier general, either in the regular or vol- 
unteer service, made between the Ist day of April. 1861, | 
and the Ist day of April, 1862, with the date of their respect- 








ive commissions. 
SOLDIERS BACK PAY. 


Mr. BLAKE submitted the following resolu- 
tion, and demanded the previous question on its 
adoption: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be directed 
to cause the necessary blank turms to be printed to enable 
the sick and wounded soldiers and the relatives of deceased 
soldiers to make out and obtain their back pay and the 
bounty due them for military services ; and that such blank 
forms be furnished to all soldiers and their friends by calling 
on the Treasury Department for the same. 


Mr. McPHERSON. I do not see what neces- 
sity there is for the passage ef this resolution. | 
‘The matter is already, | understand, before one 
of the committees of this House. 

Mr. BLAKE. It enables the Secretary of the 
Treasury to furnish these blanks. Blanks are 
now furnished for the business at the Pension 
Office. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered; and under the operation 
thereof, the resolution was adopted. 


CONTRABANDS. 


Mr. COX submitted the following resolution, 
on which he demanded the previous question: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War inform this House 
upon the following points: 1. What has delayed his reply 
to the resolution of this House, cajling for information as 
to the age, sex, condition, &c., of the Africans employed 
in General Wool’sdepartment: 2. What numberof slaves 
have been brought into this District by the Army officers, 
or other agents of the Government, from the State of Vir- 
ginia since the enemy abandoned the possession of Ma- 
nassas and their lines on the Potomac. 3. What number 
of fugitives from Maryland and Virginia are now in the city 
of Washington, theirsex and probable ages. 4. What num- 
ber is now at or has been sent to Frederick, Maryland. 
5. How many are now fed and supported by the money of 
the United States, appropriated by Congress to prosecute 
the war. 6. By what authority negroes, old and young, 
male and femalc, were sent from Virginia by railroad to 
Philadelphia, and at whose expense, and the amount of the 
expense, and the prrposes for which they were sent. 7. If 
he has not the means to answer these inquiries, that he take 
the necessary steps to obtain the desired information. 


The previous question was seconded, and the 
main question ordered. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved that the resolution be 
laid upon the table. 

Mr. COX demanded the yeas and nays. 

Mr. VALLANDIGHAM demanded tellers on 
the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. VALLANDIG- 
HAM and Exsor were appointed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; the tellers 
nating regesibd-—-ayes twenty-four; more than 
one fifth of those present. 
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“Moorhead, Anson P. Morrill, Justin S. Morrill, Nixon, Olin, 


The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 65, nays 31; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Aldrich, Arnold, Babbitt, Baker, Bea- | 


man, Bingham, Francis P. Blair, Samuel. 8. Blair, Blake, 

Buffinton, Burnham, Chamberlin, Clements, Colfax, Fred- | 
erick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conkling, Cutler, Davis, Diven, | 
Duell, Dunn, Edwards, Eliot, Ely, Fessenden, Franchot, 
Frank, Goodwin, Guriey, Harrison, Hickman, Julian, Kel- 
ley, Lansing, Loomis, Lovejoy, McKnight, McPherson, 


Patton, Pike, Porter, Potter, John H. Rice, Edward H. 
Rollins, Shanks, Sheffield, Shetlabarger, Stevens, Stratton, | 
Benjamin F. Thomas, Trimble, Trowbridge, Van Horn, | 
Van Vaikenburgh, Wall, E. P. Walton, Albert 8. White, | 
Wilson, Windoin, aud Worcester—65. 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Joseph Baily, Biddle, Jacob B. | 
Blair, George Il. Browne, William G. Brown, Calvert, Cox, | 
Crisfield, Dunlap, Grider, Hall, Harding, Kerrigan, Knapp, | 
Law, Lehman, Mallory, Morris, Noble, Norton, Nugen, 
Price, Shiel, Smith, John B. Steele, Francis Thomas, Val- 
landigham, Ward, Chilton A. White, and Woodruff—31. 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. 


During the vote, 

Mr. WARD stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Haicat, was detained from the House by ill- 
ness. 

Mr. HUTCHINS stated that he was paired 
with Mr. WessTer. 

Mr. VAN HORN stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Spautpine, was detained from the House by ill- 
ness.. 

The vote was announced as above recorded. 

Mr. LOVEJOY moved to reconsider the vote 


by which the resolution was laid upon the table; } 


and also moved that the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 
The latter motion was agreed to. 


GRADUAL EMANCIPATION. 


Mr. WHITE, of Indiana, submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, on which he demanded the pre- 
vious question: 


Resolved, That the select committee of nine, on the sub- 
ject of gradual emancipation and colonization, be author- 
ized to employ a clerk at the usual rate of compensation. 


Mr. CALVERT moved that the resolution be | 


laid upon the table, and demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the affirmative—yeas 68, nays 28; as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Joseph Baily, Beaman, Biddle, | 


LOBE. 
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PENSIONS TO UNION SOLDIERS. 


Mr. PORTER submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was read, considered, and agreed to: 
Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pensions be 


| instructed to report forthwith, if possible, and if not then 


| at the earliest day practicable, a bill to provide for the allow- 





Jacob B. Blair, George H. Browne, William G. Brown, | 


Calvert, Chamberlin, Frederick A. Conkling, Roscoe Conk- | 


ling, Cox, Crisfield, Crittenden, Davis, Delaplaine, Diven, 
Duell, Dunlap, Dunn, Edwards, Ely, Franchot, Frank, 


Grider, Gurley, Hall, Harding, Harrison, Hutchins, Kelley, | 


Kerrigan, Knapp, Law, Lazear, Loomis, Lovejoy, Mal- 
lory, Justin 8S. Morrill, Morris, Nixon, Noble, Noell, Nor- 


ton, Nugen, Olin, Porter, Price, John H. Rice, Sheffield, | 


Shellabarger, Shiel, Smith, Johu B. Steele, Stevens, Strat- 
ton, Benjamin F. Thomas, Francis Thomas, ‘Trimble, 
Trowbridge, Valiandigham, Van Valkenburgl, Wall, E. P. 
Walton, Ward, Chilton A. White, Woodruff, and Worces- 
ter—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Babbitt, Baker, Bingham, Francis P. 
Blair, Samuel S. Blair, Blake, Buffinton, Burnham, Casey, 
Clements, Colfax, Cutler, Eliot, Fessenden, Goodwin, 


Francis W. Kellogg, Lansing, Lehman, McPherson, Moor- | 
head, Potter, Edward H. Rollins, Shanks, Van Horn, Wha- | 


ley, Albert S. White, Wilson, and Windom—28. 
So the resolution was laid upon the table. 
During the roll-call, 


Mr. LANSING stated that Mr. SLoan was de- | 


tained from the House by sickness. 

Mr. FRANCHOT stated that Mr. WueeLer 
was absent on account of sickness in his family. 

Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts, announced 
that Mr. Detano had been called home in conse- 
quence of sickness in his family. 

The result of the vote having been announced 
as: above recorded, 

Mr. COX moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the'resolution was laid upon the table; and 
also moved to lay the motion to reconsider upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


PATRIOTIC RECORD. 


Mr. DUNN submitted the following resolution; 


which was read, and referred to the Committee on 
Military Affairs: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to 
cause to be prepared and published twenty thousand copies 
of a book to be entitled, The Patriotic Record, and to con- 
tain full rolis of all the officers and men engaged in the mili- 
tary and naval service of the United States in suppressing 
the present rebellion. 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT. 


A message in writing was received from the | 
President of the United States, by Mr. Hay, his | 


Secretary. 











ance of pensions to the sick and disabled Uuion soldiers of 
the present war, and to the families of those who have died 
in the service. 


MILITARY EXPENDITURES. 
Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I offer the follow- 


ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury bedirected 
to furnish the House with the amount and detailed state- 
ment of expenditures in the different military departments. 

A resolution was adopted this morning asking 
fora similar statement in regard to the department 
of the West. I want the whole thing to go together. 

The SPEAKER. No debate is in order. 

Mr. STEVENS. I hope the resolution will not 
be adopted. It will involve an immense amount 
of labor, and I see no object in it. 

Mr. BLAIR, of Missouri. I call for tellers on 
the resolution. 

Tellers were ordered; and Messrs. BincHam 
and Sure. were appointed. 

The House divided; and the tellers reported— 
ayes seventy-three, noes not counted. 

So the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. DUNN. [rise to a privileged motion. I 
move to reconsider the vote by which the House 
adopted the resolution of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts [Mr. Exror] calling for a detailed 
statement of the expenditures in the western de- 
partment. I hope that motion will prevail, and 
that then we shall reconsider the vote just taken, 
by which the resolution of the gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. Bratr] has been adopted, and 
that we shall not impose upon the Department 
this immense and unnecessary labor. 

The motion to reconsider was agreed to; and 
Mr. Extor’s resolution was then disagreed to. 

Mr. DUNN. I now move to reconsider the 
vote by which the resolution of the gentleman 
from Missouri [Mr. Biarr] was adopted. 

The motion to reconsider prevailed; and Mr. 


| Buarr’s resolution was then disagreed to. 


TREATMENT OF PRISONERS OF WA‘. 
Mr. POTTER. 


tion: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to in- 
form the House whether the prisoners taken in the sloop 
Velma were released by the United States commissioners 
at Baltimore, with the knowledge and consent of the mili- 
tary authorities of the department of Maryland; also, by 
what authority Colonel Gunter, of Virginia, who refused to 
take the oath of allegianee, was released on a conditional 
parole which bound him only not to take up arms against 


1 offer the following resolu- 


| the Government while the eastern shore counties in Vir- 


ginia remained under the United States authority ; also, by 
what authority said Gunter was allowed to visit the camp 
of the sixth Maryland regiment at La Fayette square, Baiti- 
more, to search for runaway negroes. 


Mr. VALLANDIGHAM. 
bate that resolution. 
Mr. POTTER. 

quiry. 
Mr. THOMAS, of Massachusetts. But it is a 
= improper subject of inquiry, 
he SPEAKER. The resolution goes over 
under the rule, the gentleman from Ohio propos- 
ing to debate it. 


RESOLUTIONS OF WISCONSIN. 


Mr. POTTER presented joint resolutions unan- 
imously passed by the Legislature of Wisconsin, 
tendering to the President of the United States 
approval of his course; which were laid upon the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 


MILITARY CONTRACTS AT ST. LOUIS. 


The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of a resolution, lying over under the rules, offered 
by Mr. Divew on the 23d of December last, re- 
questing the Attorney General to take proceed- 
ings to recover from John C, Frémont and E, 
L. Beard the sum of money obtained from the 
public. Treasury on the order of said Frémont, 
payable to said Beard, as set forth in the report 
of the select committee to inquire into contracts 
of the Government, 

Mr. DIVEN. I move the adoption of the res- 
olution. 

hak STEVENS. I move to lay it upon the 
table. 


Mr. DIVEN. 


1 propose to de- 


It is a mere resolution of in- 


I have.the floor, I think, and I 
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have a word or two to say upon the resolution 


Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I will thank my 
colleague if he will inform the House or inform 
me of his view of the law, and in what mode of 
action he proposes that the Attorney General shall 
afford Major General Frémont an opportunity of 
testing the truth of these allegations ith he says 
are laid at his door. 

Mr, DIVEN. Before I get through the gentle- 
man will understand it. 

Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. 
glad to hear it. 

Mr. DIVEN. Now, sir, it is established by 
the proof furnished by the investigating commit- 
tee, that without any form of law, without any 
form of right, without any sufficient consideration, 
by an arbitrary order issued by John C. Frémont, 
as military commander of the western department, 
money was drawn from the Treasury of the Uni- 
ted States and paid to Beard—moriey which had 
never been earned and to which he was in no sense 
entitled. Isay, and I have no doubt of it, that 


I will be very 
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| this money are both liable in a civil action to be 





nen NL, aS 


—— 


for constructing forts, he informing me that-with- 
out such an advance he must dismiss some of the 
hands employed on the work.”? Thus $70,000 is 
advanced on account of a work which could not 
have cost, inthe mostexpensive way, over $60,000. 
lt is paid, not on any estimate of work done, but 
on the bare say-so of the contractor, that without 
this advance he must stop the work. The con- 
tractor has been but seven days at work, and he 
has already got $70,000. The very next day he 
makes another draft for $66,000, saying, ** pay to 
Mr. Beard $66,000, because he informs me that 
without this he must stop the work.’? Was there 
= form of law observed in making that draft? 

as there any consideration made by Beard which 
entitled him to it? Was there any contract under 
which it was on Was there any estimate to 
warrant it? as it not rather an arbitrary ex- 
action of so much money from the Treasury of 
the United States by General Frémont, to pay it 
an it 
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proper prices and to report the amount to him; 
that those prices were reported, and the amount 
so ascertained paid. 

Mr. DIVEN. No, sir. He states that he was 
very much occupied with other matters, and that 
he referred this account to McKinstry to do what 
was right, and pay what would be a fair equiva- 
lent for the work with a moderate profit. But, 
sir, there was no contract at all. 

Mr. STEVENS. I ask the gentleman to allow 
me one word more. General Frémontin his state- 
ment before the committee on the conduct of the 
war, says: 

‘Six thousand men were employed upon it, working 
night and day, and it was finished rapidly in a workmanlike 
and durable manner. Extra pay was allowed to the labor- 
ers, forty cents per day, I think, and extra expenses 1n- 
curred under the pressure authorized. I was satisfied with 
him, and the work done by him. I asked no bond from 
him, because he was a stranger and could give none. He 

his work before the contract was made ; an accident 
delayed its execution by General McKinstry. When the 





| testimony. It-rests on a public stat ce 
before I yield it. What I have to say I desire to || made to refund and pay it back to the Treasury. by John C. Frémont himeetf. It ats bn fet —_— 
say calmly and dispassionately, and I solicit the |) Does my colleague doubt that? | Now, Mr. Speaker, we find that by the —. ve 
consideration of the House to the very few re- || Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. I do not know | October, not more than ten days afier the on 
marks that | propose to submit. whether I doubt the proposition which my col- |; mencement of this work, there has been $131,009 
i want to call attention first to the facts estab- || league affirms or not, because I am notable to ap- || paid in cash for it, without any estimate of - Tu 
lished by the report of this committee—estab- || prehend with sufficient distinctness what the prop- || amount of work done, upon no pretense han ae 
lished, if the report of the select committee be || osition is. The resolution suggests to me no form || ever, except that the contractor said it was aca ’ 
true, upon the most incontrovertible kind of testi- || of civil action in which the United States shall be || sary, upon an arbitrary order of the commande, vee 
mony. Lam aware that that committee has ad- || plaintiff against either Beard, defendant, or Major || while a larger work of the same kind was d > vai v 
mitted into its report a great deal of matter that || General Frémont, defendant, or both parties de- || side and side with it for $60,000. as go as U 
would not be testimony in a judicial proceeding || fendants. Mr. COLFAX. Will the gentleman allow yen" 
subject to objections of law; but I propose to con- Mr. DIVEN. The question which I stated to || to ask him a question? va Mr 
fine mY remarks to that kind of testimony that is || the gentleman was whether, if money had been || Mr. DIVEN. Certainly. Frem 
not obuoxious to these objections—to legal testi- || illegally abstracted from the Treasury, without Mr. COLFAX. Has the gentleman from New Mr 
; mony, tesumony that has not yet been contro- || color of law or right, that money cannot be sued || York ever read a statement signed by the Army Mi 
st verted or attempted to be controverted. || for in a court of law and recovered back? officer in charge of the construction of those works does 
ey The facts, sir,are these: Tam sorry that I have | Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Undoubtedly, || which declares over his own signature that the tee 0! 
‘ not the report here, but [ will state them from || Mr. Speaker. I have no doubt that an individual || larger forts were not built for $60,000, or any such the s 
memory as nearly as Ican. If there are any mis- || taking money from the Treasury without cover || sum, and in which he also stated that the prices for tl 
taker in my statement, they will be trivial mis- | of right, can be sued in a civil action. paid by him for labor were higher than those tha all. 
: takes in regard to dates or in regard to amounts, || Mr. DIVEN. That answers my question. I || have heen stated by the committee in their report) char! 
: that will be immaterial. Now, sir, 1 have my || propose to show, if this report of the committee | Has the gentleman ever seen that statement? [f was 
own notions with regard to these investigating || on Government contracts be correct, that $171,000 || not, I will show it to him from one of the St. out 
committees. | have uniformly cast my vote || has been thus obtained, without form of law, || Louis papers. mon 
against every one that has been created. [ have | without color of right, by a mere arbitrary, unau- MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. M 
t. never known any good to result from these inves- || thorized procedure, and that it was paid to this ren! 
tigations. ‘The committee that has been created man Beard, without sufficient consideration, A message was received from the Senate, by Mr, adm 
: here might be an exception to my observation. | || Mr. BINGHAM. I ask the gentleman from || Hickey, their Chief Clerk, notifying the House else 
! began at one time to change my opinion with re- || New York if he knows whether this report has || that the Senate have passed, without amendment, he | 
A gard to it, but now I question very much whether || yet been printed and distributed among members? || @ joint resolution of this House (No. 67) to Sup- whe 
DBs any good will result from any of these commit- || Mr. DIVEN. It has been. Wy, the Smithsonian Institution with volumes of whi 
tees. I am opposed to this thing of arraigning || Mr. BINGHAM. I have never seen it. Vilkes’s Expedition. tot 
: men or trying men in their absence, without their || Mr. DIVEN. 1 refer tothe report of what has Also, that the Senate have agreed to the amend- ste 
4 having an opportunity to confront their accusers. || been denominated the committee on Government || meuts of this House to the joint resolution of the nev 
r I am opposed to all inquisitorial proceedings by |} contracts. Senate (No. 26) explanatory of a certain act mol 
fs which enveneneens are held “eee an anges | Mr. BINGHAM. The special committee on || therein mentioned. wh 
, tunity for rebutting testimony. am aware that || contracts? 7 iti r ace 
the practice of arraigning celia for trial on in- || Mr. DIVEN.. Yes; the Van Wyck committee. Cee ater Pe ees eee nee eee gat 
dictment by grand juries has received the sanc- Mr. BINGHAM. This report has not been Mr. DIVEN. 1 will say to the House that I =% 
iy tion of wise jurists, and so far as any proceed- || distributed at all. have seen his testimony, in which he states under by 
Ie ing may be had for the purpose of determining || Mr. DIVEN. I have had a great many copies || oath that it was done for about sixty thousand mo 
i whether an indictment shall be preferred against || furnished to me and have distributed them. Now, || dollars. 
* a man, individually, | do not object to it. But, || if the House will listen to me, I will state the Mr. COLFAX. I have his card, published in gel 
i sir, after the indictment is thus preferred,aspeedy || charges to which J allude as contained in that re- || the St. Louis Democrat, in which he says it cost sui 
/P ial, by which the party accused shall have an || port, and the proof by which it is supported. I || more than sixty thousand dollars. He says that 
. opportunity to defend himself, always should be || will state the facts substantially frommemory. A || the price paid per day for labor was not accurately the 
i had, little before the Ist of October, by order of Gen- || stated in the report of the committee, that it was of 
Bi, But, sir, this accusation has been brought || eral John C. Frémont, for the purpose of making || stated too low in that report. sh 
against Mr. Frémont longsince, and itis time that || defenses around the city of St. Louis, there were Mr. KELLEY. I would like to ask the gentle- br 
i: Mr. Frémont should have an opportunity to de- || laid off ten forts, earthworks, outside the city. || man from New York whether he has ever seen of 
i fend himself against these allegations. Either the | They were laid out by an engineer employed by || evidence of the truth of these facts outside the lat 
: committee have been guilty of making a false re- || John C. Frémont—an officer named Kepler—a || report of the committee. ph 
ty port, and placing before the House a false record, || man of coiceded ability and of conceded integrity. Mr. DIVEN. Certainly not. All [say is that of 
t or else he stands convicted of an odious offense || After they were thus laid out, Kepler commenced || if these facts are not as stated in this report, the th 
5) for which he should have a trial, and by thisres- || the construction of the five largest forts. Sabse- || committee have imposed false testimony upon us, G 
! i olution I propose to give him a trial—a trial in a || quently Beard commenced the construction of the || and if they have, in God’s name let us punish m 
he be court of justice, where the rules of evidence may || other forts. Kepler proceeded with his work to || them. But if the report of this committee stands ch 
it be applied, and where he will be honorably ac- |} the completion of these forts. He did so by hiring || correct, then these men have been guilty of one m 
ak quitted unless he shall be found guilty and these |! laborersin the streets of St. Louisand paying them || of the grossest frauds and peculations upon the Wy 
i charges be proven true. If these charges are true, || by days’ work. In this mode of construction, || piblic Treasury that can be shown in the history Ww 
no character which he may possess before the || whichevery one knows is the most expensive way || of the country. k 
8 country, none of his past or present services, noth- || of constructing works, the cost was about sixty Mr. STEVENS. I wish to ask the gentleman te 
; ing, should shield him from conviction. If, on || thousand dollars. Beard went on with the con- || from New York whether he has read the tesu- v 
| the other hand, the charges be false, it is due to || struction of the other five smaller forts. About || mony of General Frémont upon this subject, given h 
i his reputation, due to the country,due to the forms || the day when he commenced them, John C. Fré- || before the committee on the conduct of the war. n 
i of justice, that he should have atrial and have an |) mont drew his order on the paymaster for $10,000, | Mr. DIVEN. Yes, sir. 5 1 
at opportunity to prove his innocence. This pro- || saying that the money was to be applied to the Mr. STEVENS. Then the gentleman is aware, Y 
» ceeding will give him that opportanity. construction of these forts. About seven days || I presume, that General Frémont states that he 
$ Mr. ROSCOE CONKLING. Will my col- |} after that, John C. Frémontdrew his order on the || directed General McKinstry, the regularly author- 
league allow me to ask him a question? paymaster in something like these words: ‘ Pay || ized officer of the Government in the quartermas- ( 
Mr, DIVEN. Certainly. to Mr. Beard $60,000, on account of his contract || ter’s department, to reduce this account to the ( 
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over to his friend who bed not earned it? prices for his work were under discussion and were refe 
the man who procured and the man who received || be called anything else? It rests on no equivocal | to me by General McKinstry, I directed this officer to re- 
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